02 OCT 1999
Ghaf ar- El ecti on
GHAFAR OFFERS NOT TO DEFEND HI' S JASI N PARLI AVENTARY SEAT

JASIN, Cct 2 (Bernamm) -- Former Deputy Prine Mnister Tun Ghafar Baba
has said that he will not offer hinmself to contest in the com ng genera
el ection to defend his Jasin parliamentary seat he held since 1982

CGhafar, 74, said that he had witten to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad to state his desire not to contest in the com ng genera
el ection.

In the 1995 general election, Ghafar contested the seat even though he
had stated that he wanted to retire as Dr Mahathir wanted himto defend his
seat.

Gnafar nade the announcenent at the | aunching of the Barisan Nasi ona
(BN) el ection machinery for the Ayer Panas state constituency by Chief
M ni ster Datuk Seri Aby Zahar Isnin, here, last night. The constituency is
one of five state constituencies in the Jasin parlianmentary constituency.

The function is the first joint appearance by Ghafar and Abu Zahar
since Abu Zahar defeated CGhafar in the contest for the post of Jasin Umo
di vi sion head i n 1995.

Ghafar, in his speech, however said that he was leaving it to Dr
Mahat hir to consider his wish not to contest and woul d respect his
deci si on.

He said that even if not contesting, he would still make contributions
to the BN canpaign to defend t he seat.

He further stated his undivided support for Umo even though he was
defeated by Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimin the contest for the Umo deputy
president's post in 1993.

Meanwhi | e, Abu Zahar expressed regret that some quarters were stil
attentping to pit himagai nst Ghafar follow ng the divisional election.
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