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Ghani: Barisan win to spur nore growh

Ravi Nambi ar

JOHOR BARU, Thurs. - The Barisan Nasional will focus on accel erating
econom ¢ growth in Johor if it is returned to power in the general

el ection.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said should the BN be returned to
formthe next State Governnent, he woul d cash in on the current wave of
economi ¢ recovery to spur all-round growth

"W want to perpetuate growh and at the sane time strengthen the
fundanmental s of the Johor econony,"” he told the New Straits Times in an
i nterview

Ghani, who is defending his SeromState seat in the election, is |eading
the BNs bidtoretainits clean slate of all 40 State and 20
parliamentary seats in Johor.

Shoul d that happen, he is tipped to be reappointed Menteri Besar by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Hi s " back-to-basics' devel opnent approach during his first termas
Ment eri Besar had won hi mmany adnmirers in Johor, with his rallying call
for “holistic redevel opnment' resonating all over the State.

Anong the initiatives pioneered by Ghani are t he nassi ve ~ Rumah Rakyat'
programme for the | owincone group, the " Projek Jalan Kampung' in the
rural areas, and Community Col | eges to gi ve school -1 eavers a ~second
chance' to study and acquire skills.

H s programres to boost the quality of Iife of the peopl e through maki ng
avai | abl e nore open spaces to serve as green lungs', public parks and
recreation centres have al so won hi mprai se.

On devel opnment goal s should the BN be returned to formthe next State
Gover nment, Ghani said:

"For the time being, we will continue with the present devel opnent
agenda, with full inplementation at all |evels.

"But there will be special focus on the econony.

"I want to concentrate on the manufacturing, services and f ood
producti on sectors and perpetuate growh i n these areas.

"I would also |like to devel op the human resources sector with stress on
manpower training and skills devel opnent to prepare for the future,” he
sai d.

Ghani said shoul d t he peopl e again put their trust in the BN governnent,
he woul d continue to build consensus t hrough open di scussions with target
groups to hel p fornul ate a new devel opnent action pl an.

"These are exciting tines for Johor. | want to listen to the people,
forge closer |inks and understand their hopes and aspirations," he said,
adding that it would take hi mabout six nmonths to cone up with a new
devel opnent agenda for Johor.

I n Kual a Lunpur, Bernama quotes Umo suprene council menber Tan Sri
Muhyi ddi n Yassin as saying the BNwoul d maintain its strangl ehold on Johor
despite the presence of Keadilan in the el ection.

Vot ers in Johor woul d not be influenced by the "political ganes" of the
opposi tion, said Mihyiddin, who is Youth and Sports Mnister.

Keadi | an was not showi ng cohesion in Johor and its internal problens
woul d put voters off, he told reporters after | aunchi ng the book "~ Crossing
The Finishing Line', an official wite-up on last year's 16th Comronweal t h
Ganes in Kuala Lunpur.
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