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d obal odyssey set to end

AS t he day ski pper Datuk Azhar Mansor returns to Pul au Langkawi draws
cl oser, a sense of pride and achi evenent has been reached by t he man who
spent nmore than 180 days at sea al one.

What next Azhar? Upon the return fromhis global odyssey, the sailor
woul d be rained with a mllion questions fromhis |oyal |egion of
fol | owers.

For the skipper, the Jalur Gem |l ang dreamis yet to end. In solitude
whil e he was steering the ocean racer across the bl ue yonder, Azhar made
his plans for the future.

Wi |l e mendi ng his battered ocean racer at the Fal kl and | sl ands, the
ski pper shared sone of his thoughts over a cup of coffee at the Upl and
Goose hotel in Port Stanley.

Azhar briefly mentioned the proposal of hosting the Langkawi Cup, a
si ngl e- handed yacht race fromSouth Africa to Ml aysi a.

"This is an exciting idea. It will pronpote the sport of sailing and at
the sanme ti me expose our country to the rest of the world.

"l know that many Mat Sal |l ehs would be interested to sail in this race
There will be plenty of work to do and we have to plan ahead for such
projects," he said.

Azhar maintained that he will only reveal nost of his plans after taking
a break for a fewnonths following his return home

For every explorer, thereis a story. Azhar has his. The voyage woul d
not be conplete without one fromthe start.

Three years ago, the sailor came up with the nobl e i dea of
circumavi gating the gl obe on a new East-West-East route.

He topped the odds by addi ng another bold idea - to break the world
speed sailing record of 105 days hel d by French sol o yacht sman Chri st ophe
Augi n.

But the task to get the "Jalur Genilang" project fully financed was a
difficult one. Sponsors were aplenty, but were highly sceptical of Azhar's
ability.

Every attenpt to get the project financed was literally turned down but
Azhar held on. He did not give up and kept on trying.

Two years ago his proposal was brought to the attention of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The Prinme M nister was i npressed wi th Azhar's proposal and agreed to be
the patron for the Jalur Gem | ang chal | enge.

"Dr Mahat hir understood what the project was all about. He gave his
bl essi ngs personally and encouraged ne to go ahead.

Finally after a two-year wait, Azhar took off to Sydney, Australiain
| at e August 1998 to take delivery of Jalur Gem |l ang.

From Sydney, he sailed the RM nillion ocean racer across the hi gh seas
and |l ogged in 5,000 nautical mles to reach Port Klang on Oct 25, 1998.

At the Sel angor Yacht C ub, Azhar said : "This is a Mal aysian effort.
was al |l al one in the beginning but when | took Jalur Genilang hone from
Sydney and showed her to the people, | realise that | wasn't al one
anynore. "

Peopl e, accordi ng to the skipper, began to realise the nagnitude of the
project and how serious he was in getting to the starting point.

For Azhar, he had succeeded i n achi eving his goal - conmi ssioning Jalur
Gem | ang and submitting her as an entry for two record attenpts to the



Worl d Speed Sailing Council.

On Feb 2 this year, Azhar bade farewel| to Langkawi when he crui sed away
fromthe Star Cruise jetty at Awana Porto Malai resort.

At that point, there will be no turning back. Charting a new East-Wst -
East route, he said was not an easy task as it has never been attenpted
before.

In his daily e-mail despatches to shore base, Azhar constantly
mai nt ai ned that the voyage woul d never be an easy one.

He encountered Iight wind conditions fromLangkawi to the Christmas
I sl ands near Australia. It took nearly one nonth for himto reach Cape
Leeuwi n, Jalur Gemlang' s first waypoint.

On April 12, fate took a hand on Azhar's voyage. The yacht's main nmast
broke into three pieces after being knocked down for the third tinme on the
treacher ous Sout hern oceans.

Jal ur Genmi |l ang was badly damaged. The ski pper steered her to the
Fal kl ands to carry out repairs. Azhar reached there on April 25.

Relief efforts were stepped up. On May 8, an RMAF C130H Hercul es
transport aircraft took off fromthe Subang RMAF base to deliver a
repl acement mast.

Azhar greeted his Mal aysi an conpatriots with a sigh of relief. Notine
was wasted in assenbling the new mast which was flown in fromAustralia.

When it was tinme for Azhar to part with his fellow countrymen who had to
| eave t he Fal kl ands, the yachtsman | eft a nessage to his | oyal followers:
"Stay with me. The Jalur Genilang dreamwi || never fade away."

After spending nore than four weeks at the Fal kl ands, Azhar was ready to
resume his voyage. He left the island on May 26.

Wth the gl obal odyssey drawi ng cl oser to an end, Azhar has achi eved
what he had set out to do.

After a good break, Azhar said he woul d resunme working on a whol e new
chapter in his maritime career.
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