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GO FOR HI GH KNOALEDGE CONTENT | NDUSTRY FOR GROMH

SUBANG JAYA, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia needs to redirect its
econony fromone of | ow knowl edge content, |owcapital, and | abour
intensive to capital-intensive and hi gh-know edge content industry to nove
into the next phase of econonic grow h.

Joi nt Chai rman of Ml aysi an | ndustry-Governnment G oup for High
Technol ogy (M ght) Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul Rahman said today that this was
i nportant as Mal aysia was aspiring to becone a devel oped country by 2020.

In this context, he said it was a matter of urgency that the Nationa
Sci ence and Technol ogy Policy be reviewed. It has not been reviewed for the
past 16 years.

"The review is also inportant in the context of the national economc
recovery plan and the intensification of know edge in the econony to
harnonise it with the various governnent policies and plans," he said in
his address at the "M ght Consultation 1999" thenmed " Towards the
Devel opnent of a National |nnovation System, here.

The two-day consultation, organised jointly by M ght and the Acadeny of
Sci ences Mal aysia, is to discuss the concept and inplenmentation of the
national innovation systemin the context of the role of education,
training, technology transfer and the role of research and devel opnent
(R&D) fundi ng.

Dr Orar said the review nust also take into consideration changes in
i deas and technol ogies to suit current devel opnents.

He said in this era of know edge-driven econony, the role of science,
engi neering and technol ogy at the national |evel nust be clearly defined in
t he policy.

He said over the years, Ml aysia had already put in place various
systenms to encourage know edge- based economy t hrough the intensification of
R&D.

"But this is not good enough for Mal aysia to be conpetitive in the
gl obal i sed worl d," he said.

Dr Orar sai d know edge- based econony woul d bring nmaj or structural
changes such as the devel opnment and energence of new industries, electronic
comerce, changes in the pattern of enploynment and gover nance.

The creation of such an econony woul d al so need the policy intervention
by the governnent and the active cooperation of the private sector.

Addr essi ng the sane di al ogue, Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's
Departnent Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said the ability to i nnovate,
devel op products qui ckly and provi de services for custoners at a
conpetitive price was an increasingly critical sector for the success of
Mal aysi an firns.

She said because of this, many firns had i npl enmented specific processes
designed to inprove their innovative capability.

Taking this into consideration, she said in today's know edge-based
econony, the government gave enphasis on innovation by encouragi ng and
supporting nore R&D efforts.

"At the same tine the attitude of the people towards this innovation
systemis also inportant," she said.

Dr Siti Zaharah said Mal aysia was fortunate that Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad had a very forward | ooki ng approach in devel opi ng
an i nnovation systemfor the country.

Inputs fromthe consultation will be used to prepare the Eighth



Mal aysia Pl an and the Qutline Perspective Plan 4.
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