19/ 06/ 1999

Go to the people and win themover, |eaders told

UMNO S top | eaders shoul d al so go down to the peopl e, make t hemunder st and
the party's agenda and wi n their hearts, said Kedah Umo representative
Dat uk Badrul di n Ami rul din.

He said the duty to go to the villages and renote areas to explain
Umo's struggl e should not be Il eft to the "gurkhas' in the party only.

"Once inawhile, let (the | eaders) be the “gurkhas' too," he said.

"When Umo is threatened, the president is threatened, |eaders
threatened... go down to the villages. Do not rely on the gurkhas."

(Senator Datuk) IbrahimAli, he said, has nore than done his part, to
t he poi nt of exhaustion.

"Tan Sri speaker too should go down," he said.

Proposing the resolution on the presidential address, Badrul din said
Umo needed to get cl ose to the younger generation to nake t hemunder st and
the party better.

Thi s was because the party's agenda nust be well understood by the
Mal ays including the youth so that the dignity of the Mal ays coul d
continuously be protected.

"And Umo | eaders and nenbers nust give priority to the interest of the
party and not that of their own," he added.

Badrul din said in Mal aysi a, even expectant nothers and t heir unborn
babi es al ready benefited fromthe Government. Educational institutions
i ncl udi ng uni versities had been established to provi de good education for
t he young.

"But why are some chil dren opposing us?.. W need to get closer to them
and make t hemunderstand,” he added.

Badrul di n descri bed Umo as t he goose which | aid the gol den eggs, addi ng
t hat t he consequences woul d be detrinental to the Malays if the party was
to disintegrate.

He said Umo and t he Governnment had succeeded in raising the dignity of
the Malays, to the extent that even in China there were peopl e studying
Mal ay | anguage and cul ture.

Dr Mahat hir's books, he added, had al so been translated to foreign
| anguages i ncl udi ng Mandari n

This, he said, was a total contrast to the position of the Ml ay race
during the Japanese rul e, and rmuch earlier when the country was under the
Por t ugese.

"Do we now want the Mal ays to suffer?" he asked.

On the Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi missue, Badrul din described the forner
Deputy Prime Mnister as a traitor, and Umo had to defend itself fromhis
actions.

Badrul di n said the party shoul d thank the security forces for keeping
t he denmonstrators at bay and the country safe foll owi ng t he sacki ng of
Anwar .
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