20 APR 1999
Mahat hi r - Agong
GOV' T THANKS TUANKU JA' AFAR FOR HI' S CONTRI BUTI ON

KUALA LUVPUR, April 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
toni ght thanked Tuanku Ja' afar on behal f of the governnent and the people
for his contribution and services during his reign as Yang di-Pertuan Agong
for five years.

The prime mnister said under Tuanku Ja' afar's reign, the people of
Mal aysi a enj oyed prosperity and a higher quality of life.

In his speech at the Oficial Farewell cerenony held by the federa
government for Tuanku Ja' afar and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah
here, Dr Mahathir al so expressed the governnent's appreciation to the roya
couple for their success in fostering closer relations between Ml aysia and
the foreign nations particularly the nei ghbouring countries.

"The government is very proud of the role played by Tuanku in the field
of international relations through his visits abroad. Tuanku's experience
and know edge as a di pl omat had contributed significantly in forging closer
bilateral relations with the countries he visited," he said.

Dr Mahathir said through the cordial relations between the King and
foreign heads of state, Mal aysia had beconme better known internationally.

Tuanku Ja' afar of Negeri Senbilan conpletes his reign as the 10th Yang
di - Pertuan Agong on Sunday. He will be succeeded by the Sultan of Sel angor

The prime minister said Ml aysia had achi eved nuch success during
Tuanku Ja' afar's reign such as the nation's excellence in organising the
16th Commonweal th Ganmes and t he Asi a-Pacific Econonic Cooperation (APEC)
conference | ast year.

"These successes brought glory to the nation in the eyes of the world
and in this respect, the role played by Tuanku as the synbol of solidarity
and suprenmacy of the lawis crucial,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people were aware that all these would not have
been possi bl e without the encouragenent, sincerity, dedication and
sensitivity of the King in matters that involved the interest of the
peopl e.

The prime mnister al so said that the governnment, wi th gui dance from
Tuanku Ja' afar, succeeded i n overcom ng the econonmic crisis and politica
probl ens faced by the country with the peoples' determnination and
conmi t ment .

He said although the country was still feeling the effects of the
econom c crisis which started in July 1997, several indicators such as the
sal e of cars and houses as well as the country's financial reserves had
shown t hat the econony was i nproving.

"The econom c recovery m ght not have been possible without the
undi vi ded support of the people, governnent officers and the | eaders as
well as the commitnent of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong in notivating the
peopl es' spirit for cooperation and solidarity," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Tuanku Naji hah had shown her sensitivity
towards the needs of the less privileged group, the aged and the
handi capped.
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