15/ 06/ 1999
Government shows it really cares for staff

Dr John Sanuel

THE Gover nment has proved once again that it has the interest of its

enpl oyees at heart by announci ng t he paynent of RM600 per enpl oyee spread
over six nonths begi nni ng next nonth, (NST, June 4).

Taking i nto consi deration the higher cost of living, the caring
Government of Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | ost no tine
in sharing the nonetary gain resulting fromthe favourabl e change i n our
econony.

The paynent is also in appreciation of the sacrifice, service and
loyalty of the civil servants when the econony was derail ed.

The magnanimty of the Government is seeninits offer of this reward to
pensi oners who have depended on its | argesse for increased pensions with
every pay-rise enjoyed by civil servants to cope with the inevitable
increase in the cost of living over tine.

Wi | e t hanki ng t he Government on behal f of all pensioners, | would Iike
to make a plea to the Governnent that the quantumof this payment be the
sanme as for serving of ficers, as pensioners really cone under the | ower-

i ncome group as they receive only half their salary as pension
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