04/ 11/ 1999

Governnent | ooking into ways to tackle rising health care costs

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - The Governnent is | ooking into solutions to tackle
the rising costs of health care, Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad sai d.

He said proposal s fromnedical practitioners, including the Ml aysian
Medi cal Association to inprove health care systemwoul d be consi der ed.

Dr Mahat hir said when the Government tried to i nprove the service by
proposing privatisation, it was turned into a political issue.

"When it was made into a political issue, we being good politicians knew
when to back off."

The Prinme M nister was speaking at the MVA di nner at Sunway Lagoon
Resort Hotel tonight.

Dr Mahathir said MMA's proposal for doctors in the public sector to do
limted private practice woul d al so be studied.

"l amnot making any pronises, but the proposal will be studied
cautiously," he said.

Earlier, MMA president Dr P. Krishnan said the associ ation believed that
if the proposal to limt private practice was i nplenented, it would help
toretain senior staff in the public sector.

He al so presented a copy of MMA's National Health Policy to the Prine
M nister. MVA al so awarded Dr Mahathir a Gol d Medal for his contribution
towards the country's devel opnent.

The Prime M nister said he understood probl ens faced by gover nnment
doctors especially those which concerned their salary, and was
appreciative of their service.

He said the Governnent could not match the sal aries of the private
sector because it could not afford to do it.

Dr Mahat hir said doctors must nmaintain their professionalismto keep the
public's trust.
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