24 JAN 1999
Abdul | ah- Gover nnent
GOVERNVENT MACHI NERY MUST FUNCTI ON SMOOTHLY, SAYS ABDULLAH

ALOR SETAR, Jan 24 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Ser
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi wants t he governnent machinery to function in a
snoot h and dynam ¢ manner to facilitate the quick inplenentation of
projects

Gover nnent agenci es, he said, nust use the allocations for projects
wi sely so that the econom c recovery process coul d be hastened.

Abdul | ah was speaking at a neeting with some 2,000 governnent officers
and staff here today. Present were Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng,
Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamd O hnan and
Deputy Foreign M nister Datuk Kadir Shei kh Fadzir

Calling for total cooperation fromthe people, he said neasures taken
by the government through its nmachinery were aimed at preventing the people
fromsuffering as a result of the econoni c sl owdown.

"Everyone has been squeezed by this problem and the governnent acted
responsi bly by introduci ng neasures for recovery although sone peopl e say
they (the neasures) are not popul ar," he said.

Abdul | ah said since the introduction of the neasures by Prine M nister
Menteri Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast Septenber, the econony was
headi ng towards a speedy recovery.

I ndications of this are the uptrend in the stock narket, expandi ng
trade surplus and the RM3. 8 billion worth of house sal es achi eved t hrough
t he governnment's house ownershi p canpai gn

He said the governnent felt Malaysia nust cone out with its own
"medi ci ne" to recover fromthe sl owdown although the nmeasures were not
i ked by ceratin quarters.

"W decided that the ringgit cannot be traded abroad and t he exchange
rate was fixed at RM3.80 to the US dollar, and this caused many Western
econom sts and al so sone of our own people to be angry," he said.

Abdul | ah said the governnent did not Malaysia to suffer the sane fate
as a nei ghbouring country that had depended on "foreign nmedici ne" causing
the situation to become worse with rising poverty, unenployment and
inflation apart frompolitical uncertainties.
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