04 SEP 1999
Muhyi ddi n- Al exander
GOVERNVENT HOPES PETRONAS W LL ROPE ALEX | NTO F1 TEAM

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 4 (Bernama) -- The governnment will ask Petronas to
rope Mal aysia's Formul a One aspirant Al exander Yoong into the Red Bul
Sauber Petronas Fornul a One team

Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddin Yassin said today he spoke
to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on the matter about three
weeks ago.

"Qur request has been made through the prime mnister and we hope
Petronas will consider it," he told reporters after the launch of the
Sports For All Carnival (Kesuna) by Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmed Badawi at the National Sports Conpl ex, here.

Muhyi ddin said that as there was a possibility of a revanp in the Red
Bul | Sauber Petronas' l|ist of drivers, Petronas, which is one of the teanls
sponsors, could consider giving Al exander the breakthrough into the Formul a
One race.

"Maybe the tinme is not right now but in two years, Al exander shoul d be
ready," he said.

Muhyi ddin said it would cost about RML4 million to enabl e Al exander,
who is now involved in the F3000 chanpi onship in Europe, to prepare and
conpete in various conpetitions to achieve his target of Formula One race
in 2001.

"I't's a big sumand only through big sponsors |like Petronas can he
achi eve this," he said.

In April this year, the government gave Al exander RML50, 000 as a token
sumand i s now assisting himto find other sponsors.

On press reports today that there was indiscipline anong shuttlers at
t he Badmi nton Acadeny's hostel and that national coach Chen Changjie had
qui t, Mihyiddin said the Badm nton Associ ation of Ml aysia (BAM shoul d
i nvestigate and resolve the matter

"I don't want to comment...let BAMinvestigate and take action as this
is an internal matter," he said.

It was reported that players had been ganbling at the hostel every
ni ght while sonme players were bringing wonmen to their roons.

Muhyi ddi n sai d what was nore inportant now was for the BAM coaches and
pl ayers to prepare for two nmajor assignnents next year -- the Thomas and
Uber Cups and the d ympic Ganes.

The minister said he met BAM president Datuk Dr Abdul | ah Fadzil Che
Wan, secretary Datuk Mohammed Al -Amin Majid and National Sports Counci
(NSC) Director-General Datuk Mazl an Ahnad yesterday to discuss Mal aysia's
preparations for the two events.

"These are the two inportant tournaments and we expect to do well. BAM
and NSC wi Il launch a special programe soon as part of the preparation for
the events," he said.

Muhyi ddi n al so said that he had endorsed BAM's nove to hire fornmer
Sout h Kor ean doubl es ace Park Joo Bong as coach and an agreenent was
expected to be signed next nonth.
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