20/ 01/ 1999

Gover nnent asked to i ntervene in nove to hi ke nmedi cal fees

MALACCA, Tues. - The Governnent and Health M nistry have been asked to
i ntervene i n the proposed nove by t he Mal aysi an Medi cal Associationto
i ncrease fees by 10 per cent.

State Intellectually Di sabl ed Children's associ ati on presi dent Chang Jee
Kee sai d the nove woul d deter thousands of the | ess fortunate fromseeking
treatment at private centres and hospitals.

"Fees currently inmposed by private doctors are already hi gh and beyond
t he reach of the poor. Such a nove will further cause financial burden to
t he guardi ans of disabl ed children.

"The hardest hit will be the needy ones," he said.

MMA had recently said the increase was justified as nany doctors coul d
not make ends neet at present.

Its president, Dr Lee Yan San, had said that rental and staff salaries
had gone up by nore than 100 per cent due to the economic situation

However, Dr Lee sai d doctors would continue to give discounts to
deserving patients, such as those suffering debilitating illnesses,
despite the increase

He had said that even commonly used itens |ike cotton wool, syringes and
ot her di sposabl e itens, paper and printed materials had risen many ti nmes
mai nly due to the higher foreign exchange rate

Dr Lee had al so said that in conparison with other countries, medical
fees in Mal aysia were still | ow because consultation fees had hardly
i ncreased over the past 20 years.

Chang sai d many di sabl ed chil dren who sought treatnment at governnent
hospitals had to be referred to private specialists and consultants.

"The proposal is unfair and cruel. W must never allowintellectually
di sabl ed children to live with their mal adi es untreat ed.

"The Government, under the able | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, nust step in to stop such a hike fromcoming into
effect.”

Chang added that in a caring Mal aysi an soci ety, private hospitals and
centres nmust serve the society and not i nmpose exorbitant charges.

(END)
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