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Abdul | ah-1 eader s
GOVT APPRECI ATES EFFORTS TO RESURRECT LOVE FOR COUNTRY' S LEADERS

PETALI NG JAYA, Nov 9 (Bernamm) -- The governnment appreciated the
efforts by various quarters to resurrect the |love for country's | eaders
anong the people, said Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrad
Badawi .

Describing the efforts as tinely, he said certain quarters were trying
toincite the people to hate the country's | eaders especially with the
com ng of the general election.

"The peopl e shoul d appreciate the services rendered by the country's
| eaders, those in the past and at present, in ensuring that the country
remai ns stable politically and economically, and in that the people of al
races can live in harnony w thout prejudice," he said when | aunching a
al bum specially dedicated to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad
in appreciation of his services and sacrifices to the nation, here | ast
ni ght.

The ablumentitled "Bal ada Seorang Pejuang" contai ned 10 patriotic
songs and was published by the National Association of Poets Ml aysi a.

Abdul | ah said the country's four prime mnisters -- (late) Tunku Abdu
Rahman Putra, (late) Tun Razak Hussein, (late) Tun Hussein Onn and Dr
Mahat hir -- were outstandi ng | eaders whose services shoul d be appreciated

by the peopl e.

Dr Mahathir for exanple had done a |ot in enhancing Mal aysia's i mage
internationally and he is a | eader respected by the world community for his
success in putting the country on the sane | evel as devel oped countri es,
al though Mal aysia is still a devel oping country, he said.

Di smissing all egations by opposition parties that Dr Mahat hir was power
crazy, Abdullah recalled that during the constitutional crisis, Dr Mahathir
had rejected the original draft to anend the Federal Constitution prepared
by the Attorney-General.

Dr Mahathir had order the draft to be amended because it gave himtoo
much power, he said.

Abdul | ah said this showed that Dr Mahathir was not power crazy as
claimed by the opposition parties, nor was he ever a dictator.

He said all decisions made in Cabi net neetings were done through
consensus and at tinmes even a suggestion made by Dr Mahathir was rejected
by the Cabi net.

Abdul | ah said he is not afraid if certain quarters were to distribute
to the public tape recordings purportedly of Cabinet meetings as they were
carried out according to procedures and there was nothing to hide.

He said Dr Mahathir would continue to be the prine ninister because the

country still needed his services and ideas especially in efforts to
rehabilitate the country's econony.
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