05 AUG 1999
Mahat hi r - Support
GOVT APPRECI ATES PECPLE' S SUPPORT, SAYS MAHATHI R

MR, Aug 5 (Bernama) -- The governnment is determined to ensure
continued prosperity for Ml aysians despite the lingering effects of the
1997 economic crisis, said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

This is in appreciation of the people's support for the government al
this while, he said.

Driven by the single-mnded desire not to see the financial crisis
bring hardships to the people, the governnent urgently then set up the
Nati onal Economic Action Council (NEAC), he said.

"NEAC nenbers neet daily to monitor the econonmic situation especially
that directly affects the people. The governnent acts immediately to avert
potentially adverse effects," he said inaugurating the Pernyjaya new
townshi p near here today.

About 10,000 attended the function held at the Dato' Pernmisuri Hall

Sprawl ed over 120 ha in Tudan, about 10 kmfrom here, Pernyjaya
presently has 2,950 | ow and nmedi um cost units as well as detached and
sen - det ached ones.

Dr Mahathir listed the various actions the governi ng Barisan Nasi ona
(BN) promptly took to deal with the crisis, including:

* fixing the value of the ringgit against the US dollar so as to
i nsul ate the currency agai nst rogue traders;

* | aunchi ng a national house-ownership canpai gn whi ch successfully
rejuvenated the housing and rel ated i ndustri es;

* reducing tax to bring down price of consuner itens to help accelerate
the retailing business; and

* providing special paynent of RMBOO for civil servants, also as part
of efforts towards activating further the retail sector.

Dr Mahathir stressed that the governnent wanted to see that as nany
honmes as possible get built especially for the | owincone earners.

"Al t hough the econom ¢ downturn sl ows down housing projects, the
governnent is determ ned to see that the industry flourishes so that
rel ated sectors such cenent, steel and brick manufacturing do not suffer
too," he said.

The prime mnister then rem nded the peopl e agai nst being influenced by
parties dreanming to be the governnent but have nothing to deliver to or
pl anned for the people.

He cited as an exanple the people of Sabah who once chose to be under
opposition rule which only left the state in backwardness.

When Dr Mahat hir thanked the people of Mri for having supported the BN
all along, the 10, 000-strong crowd responded with three | oud cheers of
"Hi dup Mahathir" (long live Mahathir).

The prinme minister then replied in jest : "Thank You. Let's all live
| ong toget her."

A t hunderous appl ause fol |l owed when the prinme mnister said "Hidup
rakyat Sarawak" (long live the people of Sarawak) and "Hi dup Rakyat Mri"
(long live Mri residents).

Dr Mahat hir al so conmended Mal aysi an housi ng devel opers for carrying
out their social obligations by providing the people with facilities.

Citing the Pernyjaya towship as a case in point, he said: "In sone
ot her countries, they may just build a row of houses. But in Ml aysia, they
build an entire town".

Besi des the 2,950 units already built, the devel oper of Pernyjaya



pl anned to conpl ete about 3,000 units nore by the end of next year.

It planned to erect 17,000 units up to year 2020 and the township is
projected to have a popul ati on of 60,000 by then.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir opened the 150m | ong Tudan Bri dge over the Mri
River to link the newtownship with Mri town.

Sar awak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnmud, state Barisan
Nasi onal |eaders, federal and state governnent officers as well as key
Sarawak corporate figures were al so present.
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