06 OCT 1999
Ti ng- Tr ees
GOVT CONCERNED OVER SLACKENI NG PACE | N GREENI NG CAMPAI GN

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernamm) -- The target of planting three nmillion
trees by the end of next year may not be reached if special efforts are not
made to give the governnment's greeni ng canpaign a push, a mnister said
t oday.

Housi ng and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said
al t hough the governnent was satisfied that 1.6 mllion trees were planted
in 1997 and 1998, there was now cause for concern as only 220,794 trees
were planted in the first half of this year.

"If special efforts are not made fromnow, | fear that the target to
plant three million trees by the year 2000 will not be achieved. My worry
is that if the first six nonths' figure is not encouraging, there is a
possibility the second half will be the sane," he told reporters here.

The canpai gn, ained at nmaki ng Mal aysia a "Garden Country" by the year
2005, was | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in
March 1997. That year, 575,572 trees or 76.74 percent of the targeted
750, 000 were planted in a nine-nonth period.

Dr Ting said the canpai gn recorded a 149 percent achi evenent rate | ast
year with the planting of 1,117,652 trees, exceeding the target of 750, 000
trees a year.

He sai d Johor planted 340,104 trees, surpassing the 330,000 target for
1997 and 1998, while seven other states achieved nore than 50 percent of
the target.

Sabah had the lowest planting rate at only 19 percent of the target, he
sai d.

He said the National Landscapi ng Departnment, which is nonitoring the
campai gn, woul d contact states which have yet to neet their targets to
ensure nore trees could be planted.

The drop in the nunber of trees planted this year coul d be because
state governnents were preoccupied with i npl ementi ng econom c recovery
nmeasures, he said.

Dr Ting urged the private sector and non-governnental organi sations
(NG3s) to cooperate with the government to nake the canpai gn a success.
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