06 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Kar pa
GOVT CONSI DERS TAKI NG LEGAL ACTI ON AGAI NST KARPAL SI NGH, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said the government is considering taking | egal action agai nst
| awyer Karpal Singh for a libellous statement in court inplying that the
governnent was involved in the all eged poisoning of jailed fornmer deputy
prime mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Dr Mahathir said it was |libellous to accuse the government of poisoning
Anwar, who is serving a six-year jail sentence for corruption and currently
being tried for sodomny.

"l don't know what the results of the findings (nmedical reports on
Anwar) are, but one thing you can be sure, the governnent doesn't i ndul ge
i n poi soni ng people," he said.

The prinme ninister was speaking at an airport Press conference on
returning from Zi nbabwe where he attended the 3rd Southern Africa
International Dialogue at Victoria Falls and addressing the 54th United
Nati ons General Assenbly in New York earlier

Hs wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali was anpng those present
at the airport to receive the prine mnister.

Dr Mahathir said that Karpal Singh had suggested that sonmeone in the
governnent, inplying that the governnent, was invol ved i n poi soni ng Anwar
with arsenic.

"Karpal is not just a defence |lawer, he is also an opposition
politician who is trying to make as nmuch mnil eage as he can fromthis trial
and it has now becone not a trial but a political campaign using the
court," he said.

Yest erday, the High Court here was told that nedical tests, conducted
| ocally and abroad, have found no clinical signs to show that Anwar was
suffering fromacute or chronic arseni c poi soning.

Justice Datuk Ariffin Jaka read out the report on the tests subnitted
by the Director of UKM Hospital (HUKM Datuk Dr Khalid Abdul Kadir.

The sane court had on Sept 10 ordered that Anwar, 52, be sent to HUKM
followi ng his allegation of arsenic poisoning.

Asked to comrent of a claimby Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan Ismail that Anwar did declare his assets to himwhile serving as
Fi nance M nister, Dr Mahathir maintained that he did not receive the
decl arati on.

"There's none, | did not get the declaration, 1'll have to get back to
check if there's any, as far as I'maware | did not get it," he said.

"W have to nmake decl aration once every two years, but there are
m ni sters who del ayed doing so but as far as | know, | did not see the
asset declaration by Anwar.

"He may have decl ared, give ne a copy then, he can conpare with what he
has now," the prine mnister said.

Asked whet her civil servants would be getting bonus this year, Dr
Mahat hir said it woul d depend whet her the governnent could afford to pay.

"So they want RML, 000 a year extra for everybody, we'll look at it, if
we can afford, why not. If we cannot afford, | hope that people don't
resort to industrial action because that is very danagi ng," he said.

The prinme minister said the government would not ill-treat its
enpl oyees and deny them what was due to thembut it could only give what it
could afford

He said the governnent had paid civil servants special paynent of RMLOO



a nonth for six nmonths since last July even without them demandi ng.

"That's RM600 we have given, no pressures, no demands by Cuepacs and
t hanked them for that, because we can afford, we give," he added.

Umo Vice President Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said it was a fact that
Kar pal Singh had been willing to take up the case for the political gains
accruing fromit.

"Fromthe very begi nning, the case had been turned into a political
forumand it is very clear fromtheir approach that it was not to counter
the charge but rather to create uneasi ness anong t he people and al so
overseas," he told reporters.

To claimthat Anwar had been poi soned was a very serious matter as it
not only involved Anwar but al so the question of national security and the
country's image

Followi ng the claim there had been denonstrations and riots in Kuala
Lurmpur when ultimately the clai mhad been proved to be basel ess.

What ever action that needed to be taken agai nst Karpal Singh was now up
to the rel evant authorities, he added.

As anyone nmaking a fal se clai mshould be held accountable for it, Najib
sai d.
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