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Govt for the newmn || enni um

MALAYSI ANS wi I | be casting their votes, probably before the end of this
month, to el ect a governnent to | ead the country into the next m |l ennium
Sone 9.7 million adults of various races and religions and from wal ks of
life will be given the opportunity to exercise their right and
responsibility as citizens. They i ncl ude 700, 000 peopl e who wi | | cast
their votes for the first time. The canpai gni ng period, as in the past few
el ections, is not expected to be too long but there will be sufficient
time for the various political parties to try and sway voters one way or
t he ot her.

Wi | e Mal aysi ans are not new at the ganme, many forei gners have shown

that they have not quite grasped the basics of Ml aysian politics, and
possi bly even refuse to understand the reason this devel opi ng country

hol ds general elections. Some think - and this was suggested by a foreign
tel evision reporter during the press conference yesterday to announce t he
di ssolution of parliament - that the general elections would be a

popul arity contest between Prinme M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad
and his former deputy Datuk Seri Dr Anwar | brahim O hers had proposed

t hat i ndependent foreign observers be invited to ensure fair polling.
There are al so those who believe that the el ecti ons are being call ed now
because t he Bari san Nasi onal would |ike to avoi d new voters who will be
eligible to vote fromnext year. This cones with the assunption, of
course, that these new voters are young and, therefore, would be voting
agai nst the Governnent.

It isinportant that Mal aysi ans, especially the voters, renmenber that
general elections are occasi ons when t he peopl e have their say to
determ ne a governnment that will administer this country in the interest
of the rakyat - including those who do not vote or voted agai nst the
eventual governnent - for the next five years. It is not about Dr Mahathir
or his opponents or the aspiring wakil rakyat contesting in a
constituency. Rather, it is about political parties that will formthe
next government. In the US, the presidential electionis indeedlargely a
contest of popularity. In Mal aysia, the el ected governnent is tasked with
t he heavy responsibility of putting in place policies to enhance progress
and devel opnent. The peopl e are asked to hel p deci de the course of the
country and the econony, whichis why it is extrenely i nportant that the
voters cast their ballots wsely.

The maj or issues facing Mal aysians are still centred on econom ¢

devel opnent. Since the Barisan Nasional, and its predecessor the Alliance,
won t he first general el ections, there has been peace and har nony anong

t he various races and nmuch prosperity shared equitably by all. Ml aysi a
has been transformed froma country that only had commodities to sell to
the world into a dynam ¢ nation that makes and exports hi gh-technol ogy
products, has one of the fastest-grow ng econom es, and boasts of a nunber
of the tallest, biggest or best. It has conquered poverty and

unenpl oynent, overcomne a brief but bloody racial riot, and given birthto
wor | d-cl ass | eaders in both government and i ndustries. In just over four
decades after I ndependence, the nation has acquired sufficient self-
confidence to aspire to join the ranks of the industrialised countries.
Even the regi onal economic crisis, said to be one of the worst the world
has seen, failed to danpen the country's determinationto narch onto
greater things.



This is the track record of not only the country but also that of the
Bari san Nasi onal , because under Dr Mahathir and the prinme mnisters before
him the people have kept faith with the coalition at every general
el ections. Throughout the history of post-Merdeka Mal aya/ Mal aysi a, general
el ecti ons have been fair, and free of vote-rigging and of untoward
i ncidents. The political systemhas been the key to the nation's
prosperity and progress. Many outsi ders woul d want this to change for the
sake of change, but Malaysia is not their hone and their future is not
here. They therefore certainly do not have the right to deny Mal aysi ans
the chance to chart their own destiny.

( END)
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