20 FEB 1999
Abdul | ah-1 PU
GOVT HAS NEVER BEEN | NHUMANE, SAYS ABDULLAH

PULAU PI NANG, Feb 20 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi sai d the governnment has never been i nhumane to prison
inmates in the country.

He said the governnent provided reasonable treatnment and facilities to
the i nmat es.

"They are treated as such because they had committed vari ous cri nes,
don't expect themto receive acconmpdati on and treatnment simlar to those
provided by three, four or five star hotels," he told reporters after
attendi ng a thanks gi ving di nner organi sed by Balik Pulau Umo division at
t he Tabung Haji Conplex in Bayan Lepas, here tonight.

Al so present were Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mohd Shariff Omar, State
Exco nenbers, Umo | eaders and nenbers.

Abdul | ah, who is also Hone Mnister, was responding to a report by the
I nternational Parlianentary Union (IPU) conmttee today which descri bed
conditions in prisons in the country as "cruel, inbhumane and degradi ng".

The report also said that conditions in the prisons here did not neet
the standards specified by Article 11 of the United Nati ons M ni mum Rul es
For The Treatment O Prisoners.

The report was presented to the nedia today by DAP vice chairman M
Kul a Segar an.

Abdul | ah said the foreign nedia had al so reported that in devel oped
countries there were worse prison conditions conpared to the conditions
her e.

However, he said he did not intend to nake conpari sons between t he
prison conditions in this country and those of the other countries.

He said he was interested to read further on the 1 PU report which
carried negative views on the conditions in Ml aysian prisons.

At the press conference, Abdullah who is also chairman of the State
Umo Li ai son Body, said Pulau Pinang Umo would play an inportant role in
assi sting two Umo divisions in Sabah, nanely Bandau and Marudu di vi si ons,
in facing the comng state el ections.

He said Mohd Shariff, who is al so deputy chairman of the State Umo
Li ai son Body, would | ead the state Umo del egati on to Sabah for the
pur pose.

He al so said that the State Liaison Body which net today di scussed the
visit by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to the state on
April 1 and 2.

He said various programes woul d be planned to give an opportunity to
the prinme mnister to neet the people in the state and explain severa
i ssues rel ating governnent policies which were being inpl enented based on
priority.
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