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GOVT HOSPI TAL SERVICE | N M SI A AMONG THE BEST IN ASI A PACI FI C

MJUAR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- The services provided by governnment hospitals
and clinics in Ml aysia are anong the best in the Asia Pacific region and
are recogni sed by the Wrld Health Organisation (WHO), Health M nister
Dat uk Chua Jui Meng sai d today.

The WHO, in its study in 1993, recogni sed Mal aysia's nedi cal system as
havi ng the best services in Asia Pacific and had awarded Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad the gold nedal for it in 1994, he said.

The WHO even acknow edged that the health services in the country were
better than that in the United States al though techonol ogy-w se Ml aysi a
was still |agging, he said when conmenting on allegations in Harakah, PAS
official organ, that nedical and health services in governnment hospitals
were costly and only for the rich.

He said the allegations were unfounded and politically notivated and
that PAS was twi sting the facts about the success of the Barisan Nasi onal
governnent which gave serious attention to the health of the | owincone
group in the country.

Chua said the health service in the country was nore conprehensi ve and
the rati o showed that there was a health centre or rural clinic for every
five square kil onetres.

Besides rural clinics for the interior areas, the governnent al so
provi ded nmedical services by air and river to areas inaccessible by road
and the poor were exenpted from paying for nedical services at governnent
hospitals and clinics, he said.
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