07/01/1999
Govt may consider setting up inquiry board

Fadzil Ghazali
THE Gover nnent may consi der the setting up of an i ndependent i nquiry board
tofurther investigate the physical injuriesinflicted on forner Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwhile he was in police custody.
Prime Mnister and Hone M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanmad said
that if the establishment of such a body was desired by many, the
Gover nment woul d consider it.
He was speaking to reporters in Kuala Lunpur |ast night, after a
cerenony to present Hari Raya gifts and school assistance to orphans from
the Federal Territory MiuslimO phanage.
Attorney- General Tan Sri Mhtar Abdul | ah announced on Tuesday that somne
of Anwar's injuries while in police custody were caused by police
officers, and that he had ordered a deeper investigation.
To handl e the task, Mohtar had on Decenber 30 directed the case's
speci al investigationteam headed by ACP Mat Zain I brahim to interview
the I nspector General of Police Tan Sri Abdul Rahi m Noor and several
seni or officers whose statenents had not been recorded.
Certain quarters, includingthe Qpposition, are not satisfiedwiththis
devel oprment, claimng that it would be difficult and awkward for the
Speci al Teamto question their senior officers.
As such, they are calling for the formati on of an i ndependent i nquiry
board so that the probe will be transparent.
"They are claimng that the i nvestigations are not thorough. They said
many top officers have not been questioned yet ... If everybody desires
(such a board), we will consider,"” Dr Mahathir said.
In his speech earlier, Dr Mahathir said Muslins i n Mal aysi a shoul d be
grateful that they can performtheir fasting in peace and harnony even
during the present econom c situation.
He al so said efforts to assist the needy in Mal aysia are still going on,
wi th soci al wel fare hones and or phanages conti nuing to recei ve donati ons
fromindi vi dual s and organi sati ons.
"What we have is not as bad as what is happening in sone countries where
t hey no | onger have donors to assist the needy,” he added.
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