29 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Mur ad
GOVT NEEDS TO | NVESTI GATE MURAD S ALLEGATI ONS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 29 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d the governnment needs to investigate the allegations by forner
Bank Negara Mal aysi a assi stant governor Datuk Abdul Murad Khalid that Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahi mhad some 20 "nmaster accounts” worth RM3 billion.

Expressing shock over the revelation, the prime mnister said he could
not imagi ne how his former deputy could have done it

"I"mshocked. | don't know how he coul d have done this,” Dr Mahathir
said at a press conference after First Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n
tabl ed the 2000 Budget at Dewan Rakyat here.

Dr Mahat hir was asked about Murad's allegations in a statutory
decl aration yesterday that the RM3 billion was for use to pursue Anwar's
political anbitions.

Asked whether the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) woul d conduct the

investigations, the prime mnister said: "I think they (ACA) will obviously
ask Murad the basis of his allegations."
"We'l'l Iike to know who are those who get the noney, how they get it,

how i s the noney coll ected and who hol ds the noney," said Dr Mahathir.

ACA Deputy Director-Ceneral (Operations) Datuk Haji Ahmad Sai d Handan
reportedly said in Kual a Terengganu today that the agency had set up a
speci al teamyesterday to investitage Murad' s all egati ons.

Anwar, in a statement read out to reporters by his wife Datin Seri Dr
Wan Azi zah Ismail at the Hi gh Court building here today, denied the
al | egati ons as basel ess.

Dr Mahathir said even though the anpbunt may not be RM3 billion, "stil
there was this noney."

"OQtherwi se, this person will not be tal king about it," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

Asked about the possibility of Anwar and those naned in the statutory
decl aration suing Murad in court, Dr Mahathir said: "Well, whether he sues
or doesn't sue, | think the governnment needs to investigate because this
i nvol ved t he managenent of governnent funds."

"Surely we cannot let it go just like that,” the prine mnister said.

On the US-based agency which Murad al |l eged received US$10 nillion (RV38
mllion) and was one of Anwar's main vehicles to pronote his image in the
United States and Europe, Dr Mahathir said Anwar's intention was to becone
popul ar.

The prime mnister said he had been msled by Anwar into allow ng him
to give lectures and attend semi nars organi sed by the agency.

Asked if Murad's allegations would affect the credibility of Bank
Negara, Dr Mahathir said that was "one way of |ooking at it"

"But | think when you have a finance ninister who is unscrupul ous, then
this kind of thing can happen. But we have a good finance mi ni ster now who
is not going to do that kind of thing.

"Next tinme we will be very careful about whomwe choose as finance
m ni ster," he qui pped.

Asked on Murad's allegations that as the finance nminister then, Anwar
was using the International Mnetary Fund (I MF) to sabotage the Ml aysi an
econony and eventually to topple him(Dr Mahathir), the prinme mnister
sai d:

"That was suggested before by other people ... that the reason he was
keen to follow the | M and to take nmeasures which were damaging to the



econony was because he expected the government to ask for | M- hel p and then
of course, we will have to accept | M conditions.

"That may make nme very unpopular and | will have to step down and | et
him (Anwar) take over,"” Dr Mahathir said.

Asked if the allegations by Murad coul d be construed by certain people
as a "ploy" by the governnment, Dr Mahathir said the governnent was not even
aware of the allegations |levell ed agai nst Anwar and the others by Mirad.

"We know that he (Murad) has been charged (in court). That is about
all. But that he was going to cone out with a statenent which is very
damaging to a lot of people...that is sonething we don't anticipate." Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

(Murad resigned fromBank Negara on Feb 1 [ast year and then joined RHB
Bank as executive director.

He was charged in the Sessions Court here on Sept 16 1999 with failing
to declare assets worth RM3 million and his is awaiting trial. He had
si nce resigned from RHB Bank.)

Asked if he expected nore revelations as the one by Murad, Dr Mhathir
said he woul d not know.

"I amsurprised to have this revelation. | think one big shock is
enough," the prine mnister added.
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