06/ 11/ 1999
Govt officers hel p get economy back on track (HL)

Lokman Mansor

PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad | ast night paidtribute to
Mal aysi a' s admi ni strative machinery for its support and contribution
towards efforts to get the nation's economy back on track.

He sai d adm ni strative and di pl omati c (PTD) offi cers had gone beyond
their normal duties and cooperated with the Government during the recent
economi ¢ crisis.

"Many took on additional work and responsibilities to supply the

Nati onal Economi c Action Council (NEAC) with enough i nformation and
support so that the NEAC and the Governnent were able to study the
econom ¢ and financi al devel opnents taking place to find the best
solutions to the crisis," Dr Mahathir said.

Speaki ng at the Associ ation of Admi nistrative and Di pl omatic Service
(PPTD) dinner in Kuala Lunpur |ast night, he said the Government's

admi ni strative machi nery showed comrendabl e pati ence during the crisis.
"Even though their salaries could not buy themas much as before as
certain all owances were frozen, bonuses were not paid, and their salaries

wer e not revised, governnent officers and staff at all |evels did not take
any industrial action.
"I'n fact they did not denmand anything at all, and accepted the cost-

cutting neasures taken by the Governnent," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said with the support and cal mdi spl ayed by t hese of ficers,

t he Governnent could create its own approach to overcomne t he econonic
crisis, one which did not require conditional assistance fromthe

I nternational Minetary Fund (1 M).

"I would Iike to state on record the Government's thank you and

appreci ati on because the PTD of ficers did not bother the Governnent at all
while it was pl anning and i npl enenti ng measures to revive the econony," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

He sai d nowthat the econony is getting back on track, the Governnment
hopes that it can not only reinstate all the all owances and facilities
previously enjoyed by PTD of ficers, but al so gradually revive their

pur chasi ng power.

Dr Mahat hir al so conmended t he admi ni stration for maintaining

prof essionalismin carrying out their duties, by separating thensel ves
frominvol venent with the | egislative or partisan politics.

"\Woever fornms the Government, the adm nistration nust carry out all the
pl ans and policies brought by that Governnent.

"I ndi vi dual and personal opi ni ons about politics cannot be taken into
consi deration or i nfluence the i npl enment ati on of gover nnment deci si ons.
"This separation is inportant because without it, the inplenentation of
policies and projects by the Governnent of the day will be jeopardised,"
he said.

Dr Mahathir said PTDofficers will continue to play an inportant rolein
Mal aysi a' s devel opnent process.

"l have full confidence in the abilities of PTD officers, especially in
mast ering the el ectroni c governnent system

"Wththeir willingness to naster newtechni ques and t echnol ogi es, the
nation's resilience and capabilities will be increased," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the efficient adm nistrative machinery is one exanple
of the nation's capabilities and proof of "Ml aysi a Bol eh".

"Qur country's administrationis an administrationthat is professional,



one that carries out its duties according to parlianmentary denocracy
principles. The separation of partisan politics and adninistrationis held
hi gh.
"Wth that, anyone who fornms t he Government can be assured that policies
and strategi es devel oped by the | eaders of the day wi Il be i npl enent ed
efficiently and sincerely by adm ni strators.
"I believe this principle and practice will continue to be held by the
PTD so that this country's administration will not be jeopardisedif there
is a change in Government," he said.
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