29 SEP 1999
Razal ei gh- Qut si ders
GOVT OPPONENTS RECRUI TI NG QUTSI DE HELP ARE DOMESTI CALLY WVEAK

KOTA BAHARU, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Elenents getting outside help to
oppose the governnent are clearly not influential and | acki ng nmass support
domestically, Kelantan Umo |iaison chairman Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said
t oday.

Anti-governnment groups colluding with foreigners were clearly incapable
of adopting denocratic practices to pursue their cause, he said.

"If they enlist outside help, this speaks of their |lack of influence
and | ack of strength to oppose the governnent according to healthy
denocratic practice," he said when approached by reporters at his residence
upon returni ng fromKual a Lunpur.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said in New York
yesterday that the |l evel of foreign intervention in the run-up to
Mal aysi a's comi ng general election had been unusual w th outsiders
pronoti ng and supporting the opposition.

Tengku Razal ei gh said foreigners were indeed | ooking for opportunities
tointerfere in the country's internal affairs especially at tines of
political upheavals.

He said foreign intervention would spell disaster as experience showed
that some countries becane strife-torn causing the people to end up living
in msery, |let alone sushtantial damage to property.

"We in Malaysia are very worried that parties with vested interests or
those bent on neddling in our own affairs would resort to causing strife,"”
he sai d.

Tengku Razal ei gh sai d Mal aysi ans were capabl e of resolving their own
probl ens based on denocratic practices w thout foreign interference

Meanwhi | e, Tengku Razal ei gh, who is al so Menber of Parlianment for Cua
Musang, said Kelantan Umo m ght enul ate the strategy adopted in | ast March
Sabah state el ection which hel ped the Bari san Nasional (BN) to a resounding
victory with Umo winning all the seats it contested.

"I't has been an extraordinary victory because nmany people in the
peni nsul a had predicted a narroww n if not total defeat for us. W'l
| earn the winning fornula used by Sabah | eaders,” he said.

Tengky Razal ei gh said the strategy woul d however have be adjusted
accordi ngly because the political situation in Sabah and Kel antan was
different.

Al so speaking as a forner finance mnister and one of the people
responsi bl e for establishing Bank | sl am Tengku Razal ei gh said he was proud
of the bank's performance and profitability.

Bl MB Hol di ngs Bhd (BI MB), Bank |slam s parent conpany, recorded 333 per
cent pre-tax and pre-tithe profit of RML02.41 million for the financia
year endi ng | ast June 30.
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