01 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r- M nos
GOVT PLEDGES CONTI NUOUS SUPPCORT FOR M MOS BERHAD

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 1 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday pl edged t he governnent's continuous support for M nos Ber had
whi ch he said plays a crucial role in devel opi ng cyber-busi nesses wor ki ng
on the frontier of the know edge-econony.

Dr Mahathir said he | ooked forward to M nos, the agency tasked with
pronoting the country's micro-electronics industry, acting as the catal yst
for large scal e cooperation in devel oping a web of interdependent and
mut ual | y supportive cyber businesses.

"The governnment will therefore continue to support M npbs not because
M nos needs hel p but because Ml aysi a does," he said speaking during his
official visit to Mnos Berhad at Technol ogy Park Ml aysi a here.

In return for that support, he would like to see Mnps and the
Mul ti medi a Devel opnent Corporation (MDC), a pronpoter of the Multinedi a
Super Corridor (MSC), working together to help a brave new breed of
entrepreneurs nanely the cyberpreneurs or netrepreneurs.

The prinme minister's visit was in conjunction with Mnos's third
anni versary of its corporatisation.

Dr Mahathir said in today's know edge-econony, research and devel opnent
(R&D) was crucial and organisations |like Mnobs, which existed to devel op
technol ogi es that benefit all Ml aysians, nust be supported.

"This kind of state intervention was anathema to many but as the
progress of ICT (information comunication technol ogy) had shown, the
state, not the innovative enterpreneur was the iniatiator of the
i nformation technol ogy revol uti on.

"How el se but by state intervention can we expect to accelerate
t echnol ogi cal noderni sation and change the fate of our econonmy in just a
few years?" he said.

He sai d through organisations |ike governnent-backed M nos and MDC,

Mal aysi ans woul d transformthensel ves into an inforned society to enjoy a
quality of Iife never inmagi ned before.

Bef ore being corporatised, Mnos was the acronymfor the Ml aysi an
Institute of Mcroel ectronic Systens.

Dr Mahathir said in the md-90s it becane evident that Ml aysia woul d
not achi eved Vision 2020 -- the national aspiration to attain
devel oped- nation status by year 2020 -- by relying on the industrialisation
and the answer to that dil enma was | CT.

He said with the help of Mnobs and other consultants, Ml aysia created
thi s huge experinment called the MSC to al nost universal acclaimand today,
the MSC was on track to becone the best incubator in the planet for
hi ght ech busi nesses.

The prime minister said M nmos shoul d be thought of as the nation's
"starship enterprise", the flagship of a fleet of cyber-businesses and the
flag it carried was nothing | ess than the national consciousness for the
know edge soci ety and know edge- based i ndustri es.

Dr Mahathir said the recent economic crisis gave critics the
opportunity to wet-blanket Ml aysia's enthusi asmbut he had al ways wel coned
criticismfromunfriendly quarters.

"I take it as a sign that | nust be doing sonmething right... the MsCis
the only way forward for a country such as Mal aysia," he said.

The MSC is a-750 sq km zone south of here designated as a hub for the
devel oprment of multinmedia products and servi ces.



Dr Mahathir said countries that dragged their feet in devel opi ng new
i nformati on hi ghways woul d tend to becone backwaters of economic activity.

As the goverment's highest [evel ICT think-tank, he said M nps often
wor ked behi nd the scene acconplishing its nandate quietly but effectively.

"Publicity per se is not on Mnos's agenda. Hel pi ng Mal aysi a be the
best she can through ICT, is,"” he said.

As a m ssion-driven R& institution, Mnos's mandate enbraced not hi ng
|l ess that the profitability of an entire nation which was the achi evenent
of the Vision 2020 t hrough the social and econom c opportunities of ICT

Dr Mahathir believed that M nbps was succeeding in that mssion with
experts telling himthat the MSC had put Ml aysia on course for a tripling
of its GDP by 2020.

The prime mnister said it was inportant that |1CT be used w sely
according to |l ocal values and culture, and the only way to ensure both
access and appropri ateness was to take charge of technol ogy devel opnent by
Mal aysi an t hensel ves.

"Take the continued western dom nation of the nmedia for exanple. W
coul d have resigned ourselves to the fact that kancils (nouse-deers) don't
stand a ghost of a chance agai nst the gajahs (el ephants) of this world. W
coul d have just ignored themand gone our own way.

"The other option of course would have been to fight it out. | don't
believe in running away fromfight but | ama little choosy when it cones
to picking nmy opponents. There is wisdomin avoiding westling with pigs;
the pig enjoys it and you both got filthy," he said to the | aughter of the
audi ence.
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