08 MAY 1999
MUSTAPA- CONSULTANT
GOVT APPO NTS A CONSULTANT TO SPEED UP PROCEDURES

KUALA LUMPUR, May 8 (Bernamm) -- The government has appointed a
consultant to provide input on howto speed up the process of awardi ng
contracts for devel opment projects, second finance m nister Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned sai d here today.

"W have aready appointed a consultant to at |least |ook into two
procedures, firstly procedure on paynments to contractors and secondly,
procedure on the award of tender contracts (devel opnent),"” he told
reporters after officiating the 4th annual general neeting (AGW of the
Mal aysi an Franchi se Associ ati on.

He said the governnent has given the consultant two to three weeks to
carry out the research and present recommendati ons on how the
i npl ementati on of these procedures could be inproved.

Must apa, who is also mnister of entreprenuer devel opnent, however
declined to nanme the consultant.

He said in terns of paynents procedure, the consultant would conpare it
with the procedure practised by the private sector, and al so that practised
in other countries.

On tender procedures, he said at a neeting between prinme mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad with secretaries-generals and financial officers
of all mnistries, it was agreed that these procedures be revi ewed.

A nunber of changes to these procedures had al so been nade to enhance
ef ficiency, he said.

Dr Mahathir, at the nmeeting which was attended by Mistapa, had directed
all mnistry secretaries-general and financial officers to ensure that
bureaucratic procedures are carried out speedily to ensure that allocations
to each ministry under this year's budget are spent within the given tine
franme.

Must apa said as a follow up, a neeting between secretaries-general and
the Treasury would be held this Tuesday to discuss problens relating to the
award of and paynment of contracts.
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