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| br ahi m Sue
GOVT TO SUE SLANDERERS WHO DI SCREDI T COUNTRY' S LEADERSHI P

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 3 (Bernanmm) -- The governnment warned today that |ega
action will be taken agai nst those found to have slandered to discredit the
country's | eadership

In issuing the warning, Deputy Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's
Departrent Datuk IbrahimAli said it was tinme the government acted firmy
by suing the sl anderers such as | eaders and newspapers published by
opposition parties which abused the freedom of speech to sl ander.

"We are scrutinising nedia reports and speeches of opposition
politicians which have been widely circulated in the formof cassette
tapes. The tine has cone for us to act to held themresponsible for
al | egati ons which smacked of slander," he told BERNANVA.

| brahi msaid he hinsel f had bought cassette tapes containi ng speeches
made i n ceramahs hel d by opposition parties to study whether the
al | egati ons nade agai nst the country's | eadershi p had specific sl anderous
el enent s.

He, however, nmade it clear that the governnent had no intention to curb
the existing freedomof speech but nerely wanted to ensure that the freedom
had "a price and val ue. "

"We hope the people will not m sunderstand. The governnent nerely wants
to uphold the rule of |aw as nobody is above the I aw incl uding the
governnent. |'mal so warni ng the newspapers particularly opposition
party-owned tabl oids to be extra careful fromnow, " he said.

I brahim who is responsible for the legal portfolio follow ng his
appoi ntment as a Deputy Mnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent, said
he himself would take the initiative to sue those who sl andered the
gover nnent .

Asked to el aborate on the type of slanders he was referring to, he said
t he opposition-run newspapers were persistently harping on the issue that
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad spent RM200 nillion
governnent noney to build the Prinme Mnister's new official residence in
Putrajaya and used mllions of ringgit to buy an executive jet.

"These reports give the inpression as though the residence is Dr
Mahathir's private hone. Also the jet...all these are government-owned
assets. The detractors have failed to prove the cost of the residence and
the jet as all eged.

"They can make specific allegations |ike this because we are not
intending to nuzzle the freedombut they nust be prepared to face the
consequences, " he said.

| brahi mal so took a swipe at the | awyers of former Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim for threatening to institute contenpt of
court action agai nst governnment |eaders including Dr Mahathir for
di scussing the issues concerning Anwar, who is facing four corruption
char ges.

The Hi gh Court had ordered Anwar to enter his defence on the charges
next Monday.

On the contenpt of court issue, |brahimsaid, several of Anwar's
| awyers made commrents including speaking to reporters outside the court on
the proceedings of the trial and at the sane tine, they threatened to take
| egal action agai nst government | eaders for conmenting on the case.

"We are now | ooking at the contenpt of court issue raised by Anwar's
| awyers. Raja Aziz Addruse, who is | eading Anwar's ni ne-nenber | egal team



had conpl ai ned in the H gh Court about Dr Mahathir commenting on the case
whil e they thenselves talk so much on the sanme matter with journalists.

"Dr Mahathir cannot talk but they can tal k. Hence, we are studying this
matter fromthe | egal aspects,” he said on the gag order issued by Justice
Dat uk S. Augustine Paul barring comments on Anwar's guilt or innocence on
the charges faced by him

"The governnent has been on the defensive for far too |l ong and now it
needs to take a position to act or be in the offensive,” he added.
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