20 MAR 1999
Mahat hi r - Housi ng
GOVT TOO WLL BU LD LOW COST HOUSES | N KL

KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today the governnent apart fromthe private sector
will also build | owcost houses in the Kuala Lunpur Federal Territory.

However the governnent-built houses would not be sold to the peopl e but
rented out, he said.

The houses woul d not be of the RWR5, 000 type considering their |ocation
inthe city centre but their rentals would neverthel ess be fair, he said
after |launching the Taman Bunga Raya Low Cost Apartnent housi ng project at
Buki t Beruntung near here.

Dr Mahathir said the governnent opted to build the | ow cost houses as
the 300, 000 units of such houses to be built by the private sector were
found to be insufficient.

The Prime M nister also advised flat dwellers to keep their houses and
surroundi ngs clean and attractive.

He said they should change their old lifestyle and opt for that which
woul d be nmore confortable and create a better image for thensel ves.

"The Governnent wants the people to have a good and confortable life
and they shoul d be prepared to change, safeguard the facilities and
mai ntai n cl eanl i ness, " he sai d.

"The ol d ways of drying clothes on windows in front of the houses is no
| onger appropriate now," he said.

They shoul d be prepared to spend a little nore and patronise the
| aunderette, he added.

Dr Mahathir said he was saying this so that Mal aysians would | ead a
nore confortable life.

"Ml aysi ans shoul d nai ntain peace and harnmony so that their country
will enjoy progress and even nore rapid devel opnent with better business
opportunities and pay rises," he said.

"W should be grateful to God that even though the country is going
t hrough an econom ¢ sl owdown | ow cost houses are still avail able at
RWR5, 000 per unit despite prices having gone up,"” he said.

He said the prices of houses and property would go up in the future and
a house was a profitable i nvestnent.
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