28 JAN 1999
MYC- H ghway
GOVT URGED TO RECONSI DER DEFERVENT OF NEW HI GHWAY PRQIECTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- The Mal aysi an Youth Council (MYC)
today urged the governnent to review its decision to defer all new hi ghway
projects to be built through privatisation.

Its Urban Devel opment Conmittee head Norizan Sharif said the defernent
of highway projects would affect the country's econom c activities and
devel opnent as a whol e.

"The question of paying toll does not arise because the people are
willing to pay, and the only problemhere is that the toll rate inposed is
too high," he told Bernama here.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the
gover nment woul d stop buil di ng new hi ghways until the people were willing
to pay toll for using quality highways.

Mahat hir said the government had to do this because it could not afford
to build quality highways and had to privatise such projects which would
|l ead to the inposition of toll.

Nori zan hoped that the governnment woul d not negl ect the mmintenance of
trunk roads for use as alternatives to toll roads.

"From what we see, the maintenance of alternative roads is very
di sappoi nting," Norizan said.

- - BERNAMA

M5 AHH YBY



	GOVT URGED TO RECONSIDER DEFERMENT OF NEW HIGHWAY PROJECTS (Bernama 28/01/1999)

