02 FEB 1999
Abdul | ah-Pol i ce
GOVT W LL NOT PROTECT ERRANT COPS, SAYS ABDULLAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 2 (Bernama) -- The governnent takes a serious view of
wr ongdoi ngs commi tted by policenen and will not protect themfrom such
acts, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi said tonight.

He said it is public know edge that action had been taken agai nst many
errant policenen including charging themin court and i nposing appropriate
sent ence agai nst those who had been found guilty.

" Hence, there is no cover up. W are not saying that because he is a
policeman, we will not do anything to him |f sonething is wong, it is
definitely wong. If a big mstake or a big offence is commtted, then the
puni shnent nust commensurate the offence," he said.

Abdul I ah, who is also Hone M nister, was speaking in a special
interviewwi th New Straits Tines Goup Editor-in-Chief Datuk A Kadir Jasin
aired live over RTMs TV1 toni ght.

Abdul | ah said recent incidents involving policenen should not be
regarded as a normin the police force.

He said policenen in the country still mmintained their discipline
whi | e di scharging their duties.

He said the Royal WMalaysia Police were regarded as anong the nost
efficient anong the police forces in devel oping countries as they have
contributed i Mmensely to the country's peace and stability.

Asked on the public's negative perception on the police force to the
extent of they being prejudi ce agai nst policenen, Abdullah said these were
mere assunptions with no substantiated proof.

On the whol e, policenmen were doing a good job for the country and
peopl e, he said.

He, however, said they could still inprove their services by equipping
thensel ves with sophisticated tools to face the new gl obal crinme scene.

On the I ndependent Conmission of Inquiry set up to investigate injuries
sustai ned by former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwhile
under police custody in Septenber |ast year, he said the conm ssion had
been entrusted with the task of focusing their attention on the incident
that had occurred.

He said the governnent decided to set up the commission as it took a
serious view of what had happened.

"We did not take it for granted as it is a serious offence,” he said.

Abdul I ah said the governnent took into account the people's views that
the conmi ssion be i ndependent and hence, it was deci ded not to have
policenmen in the conm ssion

Al though it is not a Royal Commission of Inquiry as was demanded by the
opposi tion and non-governnental organi sations (NGGs), the comi ssion woul d
submit its report on the findings to the Yang Di - Pertuan Agong for
appropriate action to be taken agai nst those responsi bl e.

The four-nmenber conm ssion is headed by fornmer Chief Judge of Ml aya
Tan Sri Anuar Zai nal Abidin.

Its other nmenbers are former Court of Appeal Judge Datuk Mahadev
Shankar, forner Ml aysi an Medical Association (MVA) president and
consul tant orthopaedi ¢ surgeon Datuk Dr Yeoh Poh Hong and f orner
Attorney-Ceneral Tan Sri Abu Talib O hnan.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad announced the formation
of the conmi ssion on Jan 27.

- - BERNAMA



RV TS



	GOVT WILL NOT PROTECT ERRANT COPS, SAYS ABDULLAH (Bernama 02/02/1999)

