04/ 08/ 1999
Grand cel ebrations to usher in 21st Century

Lokman Mansor
MALAYSI A wi Il usher in the 21st Century in grand style with a two-year
| ong progranme cal | ed "Ml aysi a' s Centenni al Towards The New M | | enni unt',
Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi announced
yest er day.
He sai d the progranme, from Septenber 1999 till August 2001, wil |
hi ghl i ght Mal aysi a's hi story and achi evenents over the | ast 100 years with
regards to politics, econony, society and cul ture.
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad will officially [aunch the
progranmme on August 30 at the Bukit Jalil National Stadium
The cerenony will coincide with Mal aysi a's 42nd year of | ndependence at
the stroke of midnight.
Radi o Tel evi syen Mal aysia (RTM w |l have cross-overs fromBukit Jalil
to celebrations in the various states.
There will also be a video-conferencing session between Dr Mahat hir and
the menteris besar and chief mnisters.
"One uni que feature of the event will be when the Prinme Mnister inserts
a speci al nessage for the coning generationinto atine capsule, which
will only be opened on August 30 2099, " Abdul | ah said.
He was speaking at a press conference in Putrajaya after chairing a
neeting of the Cabinet sub-comittee that is organising the cel ebrations.
Involved in the programme's organi sation are the Culture, Arts and
TourismMnistry, Primary Industries Mnistry, the Treasury, and the
M nistry of National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent.
Abdul | ah sai d anong the objectives are to strengthen Ml aysi ans' | ove
for the country, increase international awareness about t he achi evenents
of Mal aysi ans, instil anong Mal aysi ans a culture of visitinglocal tourist
attractions, and pronote i nternational tourist arrivals.
He said several existing events will be packaged and pronoted as part of
t he Centenni al cel ebrations. These i ncl ude the Merdeka Day, Nati onal
Language and Literature Month, Mal aysi a Fest, Col ours of Mal aysi a Par ade,
Shoppi ng Carni val, Ml aysia Wrld Grand Prix Fornula One 99, World Cup
Golf 99, LIMA 99, and Le Tour de Langkaw .
Abdul I ah sai d maj or newevents will al so be introduced, including a
Nati onal TourismGathering, Mal aysi a Expo, National Water Festival,
Seasonal Shoppi ng Carnivals, Malaysian Fruits Fiesta, and the construction
of a 100 years of Mal aysia nenori al .
"The Centennial progranme is an i nportant national agenda t owards our
vi sion of becom ng a high-tech nation. Therefore the participation and
conm tment of all parties including governnent agencies, private sector
and all Mal aysians are inportant to ensure its success," he said.
Several other countries inthe world are organi si ng speci al programmes
based on their own culture and history to cel ebrate the newm | enni um
Germany i s hosting the Hanover Wrld's Fair and shifting its capital to
Berlin, Britain is building the Geenwi ch Done, and ot her speci al
activities are being organi sed by Italy, Egypt, Bel gium the US, Spain,
Hol | and, Switzerl and and Si ngapore.
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