13/ 03/ 1999

Grand celebration in store to mark occasi on

THE Sul tan of Sel angor's birthday cel ebration this year will be one of the
grandest ever held and the list of award recipients is al so expected to be
| onger than previous years.

The fact that in the last two years the Sultan's birthday was nmerely
celebrated with the usual special prayers at the State nosque, because the
Sul t an was over seas undergoi ng nmedi cal treatnent, makes this year's
cel ebrati on nore neani ngful for the people of Sel angor

This year, the Sultan has al so consented to have the title for the
reci pients of Seri Paduka Mahkota Sel angor (SPMs-first class award) and
Seri Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah (SSSA-first class award) changed
fromDatuk to Datuk Seri.

Thi s means that recipients of SPMS and SSSA awards fromthe Sultan,

i ncl udi ng past recipients will nowbe referred to Datuk Seri instead of
t he usual Datuk and their wi ves be called Datin Seri instead of Dati n.

The titles for other award recipients however renmai ned the sane.

The bi gger scal e of cel ebration this year which has been pl anned by the
St at e government since early last nonth, is not only to make up for the
| ack of special cerenony in the | ast two years, but also to celebrate the
Sul tan being el ected as the new Yang di - Pertuan Agong.

H s Royal Hi ghness Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Azi z Shah Al haj |bni Al mar hum
Sul t an Hi sarmuddi n Al am Shah Alhaj will be the country's 11th Yang di -
Pertuan Agong on April 26, thus the cerenonies lined up for his birthday
celebration this time have becone nore nmeani ngf ul

The Sultan, who is celebrating his 73rd birthday this year, will take
over fromcurrent Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar Ibni Al mar hum
Tuanku Abdul Rahman whose termexpires on April 25.

The el ecti on of Sultan Sal ahuddi n was announced by Prinme M ni ster Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Feb 27 fol Il owi ng t he 182nd Conf erence of
Rul ers hel d at |stana Negara

Under the Federal Constitution, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong is el ected
anong the Malay Rulers to serve a five-year term

The hi ghlight of this year's birthday cel ebration, especially for the
publ i c who has been anticipating this for alongtine, will surely be the
giant fire-works display to be put up by the Kliang Minici pal Council on
the ni ght of March 16, coinciding with the State Banquet at |stana Al am
Shah, Kl ang.

Al though the Sultan's official birthday falls on March 13, the
celebration whichwill be steepedintradition and rituals, kicked off
early this nonth with the planting of date pal mtrees at Pul au | ndah
Mosque by both the Sultan and Tengku Permai suri Sel angor Siti Ai shah on
March 4.

It was foll oned the next day by the official opening of the bl ue-doned
nosque situated at Kanpung Perigi Nenas.

The bui |l di ng of the nbsque was personally financed by the Sultan at the
cost of RVb million.

In his openi ng speech, the Sultan said the nosque was his gift to the
peopl e of Pul au I ndah so that he woul d al ways be renenbered by them

He al so stipulated that the nobsque not be used for activities other than
that all owed under the |slam c teachings.

The Sultan al so forbade the use of the nosque for political purposes as
he said a nosque shoul d not be used as an instrunent to cause a split



within the Muslimcomunity.

Last Sunday, a special prayer sessions to ask for blessing fromthe
Al mi ghty, followed by di nner was held at the State Msque.

Even a small glitch when a ritual called "nenyenbah tol ak bal a" which
literary means a ritual to dispel bad luck scheduled for March 8, had to
be cancel | ed due to techni cal problemat the Dewan Si nggahsana or the
Throne Hall, did not danpen the air of festivity already felt by the
peopl e, especially in the Royal town of Kl ang where col ourful bunting and
flags lined all the main roads.

The event schedul ed for that day was deferred to March 21.

Fol  owi ng that, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Omar al so announced
that all events scheduled to be held at the hall, the venue for all
i mportant events held at the palace, had to be postponed.

Thi s included the i nvestiture cerenony schedul ed for three consecutive
Sat ur days begi nni ng March 13.

The investiture cerenony for "Darjah Kebesaran" for 280 award reci pients
this year is 9amon March 20 for those originally schedul ed to receive
their awards on March 13, while those on March 20 wi |l now receive their
awar ds at 10am on March 27.

Those schedul ed to receive their awards on March 27 however, will have
to await a new date.

Last Tuesday, a special cerenmpny was held to comrenorate t he openi ng of
the Sultan-s personal nuseumcal |l ed Gal eri Sultan Abdul Aziz at |Istana
Mahkot a by t he Tengku Permai suri Sel angor Siti Ai shah.

Respl endent in green kebaya, the regal Tengku Permai suri was the focus
of hundreds of guests at the cerenpny as that was the first tine that she
officiated at an official function in the presence of the Sultan since her
appoi nt rent as Tengku Permai suri in Septenber | ast year.

Anong those at the cerenony were Abu Hassan and his wife Datin Seri Wan
Noor Daud, other Sel angor royalty, Toh Puan Mahani Dai mand nenbers of the
busi ness conmunity.

The construction of the museumtook 10 years and it showcases over 1, 500
artifacts fromthe Sultan-s personal collection and gifts fromforeign
dignitaries and interesting collectibles|eft behind by his forefathers.

As is the custom the Sultan visited the Royal Mousol eum Conpl ex in
Kl ang where his father Al marhumSul tan Sir Hi samuddi n Al am Shah and hi s
grandfather Sultan Sir Al aeddi n Sul ei man Shah were laid to rest.

This year will mark the first time that the birthday march past and the
i nspection of the guard of honour by the Sultan to be held at the newy
conpl et ed Dat aran Shah Al amsituat ed besi des t he MPSA Tower.

The State governnment and rel evant agenci es have been wor ki ng around t he
clock to ensure that the Dataran Shah Al am which was first used as a
trial during the [ ast National Day cel ebration, is ready for the i nportant
event.

Anot her event, which is a nust for the Sultan whenever there is an
occasion for celebration, is the golf tournanent.

For his birthday this year, the Sultan who is a keen gol fer, has deci ded
on a gol f tournanment between his own teamand a teamconprising of foreign
di pl onat s.

Thi s tournament i s schedul ed at the @ enmarie Gol f Course tonorrow.

On Tuesday, March 16, the Sultan will officiate at the ground breaking
cerenony for the construction of an additional wing of the Tun Hussein Onn
Eye Hospital in Petaling Jaya.

This will be foll owed by the State banquet at night at |stana Al am Shah
and the nmuch anticipated firework display.

The fireworks which will start at 8pm will showcase 12,000 units of
hi gh-1evel display starshell fireworks and 5,000 shots of | ow | evel



di spl ay ground repeaters and Ronan candl es.

The di splay to be shot fromthe istana, will start with the I aunchi ng of
a large 10-inch starshell fire-work with conet-s tail, to signal to the
public the comencenent of the show

A series of salutation will then be displayed to catch the people-s
attention, followed for the next 10 mi nutes by an awesome fire-works
ensenble - the whol e show costing not | ess than RwWO0, 000.

After the high-level display, the showcontinues with between 5,000 and
12,000 shots of well-choreographed | ow 1| evel display.

This will include astonishing variations of the special fireworks called
Roman candl es, spit-firing patterns of the repeaters and awe-inspiring
beauty of the ones called the mnes and crosettes.

Just seconds before the | owlevel display finishes, the high-Ievel
display will once again be fired.

For the finale, the MPK has decided to use nassive quantities of |arge
calibre shells with rapid-firing sequence to project waves after waves of
colours and reports to cover the whol e night sky.

On Thursday, March 18, the Sultan is schedul ed to spend a day with the
peopl e of Sungai Tengi Fel da Land Schene in Hul u Sel angor.

He wi | I launch a special trust fund naned after hi mon March 20. Anong
others, the objective of the fundis to provide aid to rural people to
i mprove their lives, education grant to needy students and to pronote the
growt h of socio-economic projects in rural areas.

The Sultan will throw a tea party at Padang Mahkota, |stana Al am Shah on
March 21 and on March 23, he and Tengku Pernmaisuri will visit the Sel angor
and Federal Spastic Centre in Petaling Jaya.

The nonth-1ong celebration will cul minate on March 31 with a barbeque to
be hosted by the Sultan at |stana Bukit Kayangan, Shah Al am

Aside fromthe nonth-1ong cel ebration, the people of Selangor can | ook
forward to another historical event later in April - the sending off of
t he Sultan and Tengku Pernmai suri who are taking over as t he new Yang di -
Pertuan Agong and Raja Pernmmi suri Agong on April 26.
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