07/ 06/ 1999
Grand start to Visit Sel angor Year

Anni e Freeda Cruez

SHAH ALAM Sun. - It was a spectacul ar event with sone 20, 000 peopl e, both
| ocal s and foreigners, gathering for the |l aunch of the Visit Sel angor Year
2000 and its video-cum Sel angor 2000 | ogo - The Eagle - at Dataran Shah

Al am t oday.

Anmi dst a col ourful and spectacul ar | aser show and fireworks, the Menteri
Besar of Sel angor Datuk Seri Abu Hassan Orar | aunched the nmuch awai t ed VSY
2000 and its logo - Selangor 2000... On The Wngs O Excitenent.

The |l ogo - a soaring eagl e agai nst the backdrop of a rising sun
represents the heights of dom nion, its spread of wings recallingthe
bounti ful yet still hidden splendours that Sel angor has to offer.

The massive wings with nine tips, each evoking the majesty of the eagle,
represent Selangor's nine districts. The energi ng sun denotes a new
begi nning, for Sel angor's tourismindustry in general and the nation's in
particul ar. The shades of red and yell ow mark the col ours of the State
flag.

The | aunch marks the start of the pronotions by TM5 2000 Sdn Bhd, a
conmpany whol | y-owned by the Sel angor Governnent with an initial paid-up
capital of RMR million, tostart its canpaignto attain the target of five
mllion local and foreign tourists to the State next year.

The VSY 2000, which will see 54 progranmes and activities lined up for
t he whol e year focusing on four nmajor areas - notorsports, golfing,
recreational sports and M CE (neeting, incentives, conference and
exhibition), is expected to bring in a gross revenue of RML.5 billion to
the State.

Abu Hassan said the | aunch, the first ever held with such ponp at
Dat aran Shah Al am was al so a project by the Sel angor Government to boost
the tourismsector.

"It's timely for us to give a boost to this sector which has been
sidelined duetothe active devel opnent ininfrastructure, manufacturing
and real estate for the past years.

"However, due to the excellent infrastructure, we are prepared to
maximse its utilisation for the benefit of the tourismindustry.”

He al so told reporters that, subject to approval fromPrine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, he woul d | ead a del egati on to Eur ope next
nmont h to pronote Sel angoras a tourismdestination.

Simlar del egati ons woul d al so be sent to Far Eastern countries and
ot her continents.

He al so said these teans woul d be sent to other States in the country,

i ncl udi ng those al ready hol ding simlar touri smexercises, to set up a
network for the pronotion efforts.

He said the tourismsector had been identified as one with great
potential to contribute to the devel opnent of the State's econony,
especially at atine when it was hit by the econom ¢ sl owdown.

"The good i nfrastructural available will definitely help us to boost the
tourismsector whichinturnwll contribute towards the G oss Donestic
Product . "

To nmake the VSY a success, Abu Hassan said the State Governnent had
al ready identified strengths, weaknesses, opportunities andthreats tothe
tourismindustry.

Sel angor has good i nfrastructure and, nost i nmportantly, the nation's
gateway is situated in the State, the Kual a Lunpur | nternational Airport



in Sepang and the premer port in Port Klang.

"These can be fully exploited to boost the tourismindustry."”

"The Sel angor 2000 concept is al so to support the comercial sal e of
touri smproducts, be it national or international. The private sector has
al so got an inportant role to play in the success of VSY 2000 by
sponsoring the pronmotion exercise locally and internationally.”

Abu Hassan sai d the colourful parade by 22 groups was al so an exanpl e of
the spirit of the participants fromthe public and private sectors which
woul d hel p to make VSY 2000 a resoundi ng success.

The prelimnaries to the | aunch of VSY 2000 began as early as 4pmw th
the vintage cl assi ¢ notor car and paranotor show at Pl aza Perangsang
followed by a food fiesta at Holiday Inn Shah Al am

The pre-launch al so conpri sed shows at Pekan KF, Kota Francais, followed
by Wayang Kulit and traditional nusic by the National Art Acadeny and a
cul tural show by the Sel angor Museum boar d.
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