12/ 05/ 1999

Grand wel cone planned for Dr Mduring visit to Sabah

KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will be given a
grand wel cone when he arrives on Thursday for his first visit to Sabah
after the Barisan Nasional victory in the recent State el ection.

About 10, 000 peopl e, including | eaders and nenbers of BN conponent
parties in Sabah are expected to throng the Kota Ki nabal u airport to
wel cone the Prime M nister who is scheduled to arrive at 2pm

A conmittee headed by Deputy Chief Mnister and M nister of Agriculture
Devel opnent and Food I ndustry, Datuk LajimUkin, is overseeing
preparations for Dr Mahathir's visit.

Lajimsaid 70 horsenen fromKota Bel ud, Sabah Pol 0 Associ ati on and Sabah
Turf Cub will lead the procession during Dr Mahathir's 15-minute drive to
the Pan Pacific Sutera Hotel where he will be staying.

Soon after his arrival, Dr Mahathir who is al so the BN chairman, wl|
attend a cl osed door neeting with State M ni sters, Assistant Mnisters and
BN State Assenbl ynmen at the hotel.

He will attend a tahlil at the State Mdsque before proceeding to the
Li kas Stadiumto attend a t hanksgi ving gathering for the BNvictory inthe
March 12-13 el ection.

The BN had won 31 of the 48 State Assenbly seats, while the rest were
won by the opposition Parti Bersatu Sabah.

Laj i msai d about 30, 000 peopl e are expected to attend t he gat heri ng.

On Friday, Dr Mahathir will be in Ranau, about 108kmfromhere, to
address some 10, 000 BN supporters to fulfill his promse to visit the
district after the el ection.

He was supposed to address a gathering at the Ranau conmunity centre on
the eve of the el ection but had to cancel his trip due to bad weat her.
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