19/ 10/ 1999
G and wel conme for Formula One drivers

Bhavani Krishna |yer

ITwas arare opportunity for guests at the Fornula 1 formal di nner held
at Mandarin Oriental Hotel |ast Thursday as they were able to neet and get
acquainted with the F1 drivers.

Wth Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned as the guest-of -
honour, the event was a splendid gathering for the 800 guests.

Anong those first to arrive to wel cone guests were Sepang | nternational
Circuit chairman Tan Sri Basir Ismail and Petronas president and chi ef
executive officer Tan Sri Hassan Meri can.

Sone of the F1 drivers present were M ka Hakki nen of MLaren Mercedes
and wi fe Erja and Eddi e I rvi ne and M chael Schumacher of Scuderia Ferrari .

Gt hers seen were MLarren's other driver David Coulthard and girlfriend
Hei di Wchlinski and F1 fans Craig Pol | ock and Derek Wi ght fromLondon
and Mario Ellien fromSwtzerl and.

Seen too were Agfa Fil m(M Sdn Bhd nmanagi ng director Peter Buytaert,
EAC Hol di ngs (M Sdn Bhd managi ng director Jack T.T. Ng, Japan Tobacco
International (M managi ng directors Tonoyuki Shi mada and wi fe Tonoko and
Y. Abe as wel | as general manager S. Tom oka, Tag Heuer chi ef executive
officer Christian R Viros and Si ncere Fi ne WAt ches nar ket i ng nmanager
Bar bara Tay.

O hers seen were Si ngapore Press Hol di ngs deputy sports editor Yap Koon
Hong, Tine I nternational managi ng di rector |Irwan Danny Mussry, British
H gh Conmi ssi on cousel | or Howard Par ki nson, Irish anbassador Brendon
Lyons, Siobhan Adans from London, and The M d Yorkshi re Chanber of
Commerce and I ndustry director of marketing Lorraine Ellison.

Si stemTel evi syen Mal aysi a Ber had managi ng di rect or Hi shan Abdul Rahman,
Sl C board of director nmenber Syed Zai d Al bar and Mercedes-Benz notorsports
director Norbert Haug were al so present at the grand di nner.
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