03/ 08/ 1999

G and wel cone in store for Azhar

LANGKAW , Mon - A rousing welcone to be I ed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad awaits sol o round-the-world sail or Datuk Azhar Mansor who is
expected to arrive on Aug 10.

Azhar is schedul ed to dock his Jalur Genmilang at the jetty adjacent to
t he Awana Porto Mal ai where the Prinme M nister flagged hi moff on Feb 2.

Pl ans for the hero' s homecom ng cerenony were i roned out at a nmeeting
thi s evening, chaired by Langkawi Devel opnent Authority general manager
Dat uk Abdul Halil Mutalib.

Azhar, the first Malaysian to sail solo round the gl obe, will becone the
first person ever to set a sol o east-west circummavi gation record.

He had set out to be the first person to take the East-Wst route and
al so beat the solo world record of 105 days, 20 hours and 31 m nutes
achi eved by Frenchman Chri st ophe Auguin in 1997.

However, the Mal aysi an's dreamof upstagi ng Augui n was shatt ered when
the mast of Jalur Gemi | ang broke near the Fal kl ands on April 25. But after
30 days in the Fal kl ands where a new mast was flown in and fitted, he
resuned the journey on May 26.

Hi s courage and determination to continue with the arduous journey
earned hi ma datukship fromhis hone State Perlis.

As Azhar approaches the Langkawi shores, he will be greeted first by
patrol boats fromthe Mal aysi an mari ne police sone 20 nautical mles at
sea. Gther vessels will gather to "salute" the sailor as he gets closer to
the jetty.

When his battered yacht, which would have crossed five seas, four
continents and five capes, approaches to berth at the jetty, four RVAF
bul I dog aircraft and three mcrolite planes will zoompast.

There will al so be water cascadi ng out fromvarious points of the jetty.

As Azhar steps out, he will be met by Dr Mahathir and board a buggy with
himto the Awana resort where the cerenony will begin, includingthe
handi ng over of the Jalur Gemilang flag to the Prinme M nister.

Meanwhi | e, Azhar made little progress due to |ight wind conditions at
his present | ocation after heavy cloud formation in the area made his
voyage a wet ordeal.

Azhar wi Il round Sabang I sl and | ocated off northern Sumatra i n I ndonesi a
to reach Langkawi in his hone run.

In his |atest e-mai|l despatch to the shore base today, the Jalur
Gem | ang ski pper sai d progress was rat her slowat the |ight convergence
zone.

Azhar had progressed sone 24,062 nautical mles since he | eft Langkaw
on his solo round the world voyage. He has another 1,330 nautical niles to
sai | before ending the voyage i n Langkawi .

Jalur Genilang's | atest position today was at Latitude 03 degrees 29
37" South, Longitude 080 degrees 12' 66" East. The ocean racer i s headed
at course bearing 040 at a constant speed of six knots.
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