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Great need to cultivate a mai ntenance cul ture

Lee Lam Thye

WORKS M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu disclosed recently that the
Gover nnment had set aside RMLOO million for the nmaintenance and
stabilisation of hill slopes to prevent |andslides and disasters in view
of the current wet spell

According to the Mnister, the Governnent is giving serious attention to
the recent | andslides which occurred on the Kual a Kubu Bar u- Raub trunk
r oad.

The fact that |andslides are a frequent occurrence coupled w th buil ding
col | apse, accidents and nan-nade di sasters clearly points to our failure
to devel op a mai ntenance culture and maeke it a way of life.

As pointed out by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on
several occasions, although Mal aysi a has been spared natural disasters
| i ke eart hquakes, typhoons that cost thousands of |ives, Ml aysi ans are
still plagued by tragedies "that are of our own doi ng".

I f buildings collapse, rivers become murky, beautiful hills and
nount ai ns are scarred, road accidents occur, drug abuse take place and
Al DS spreads - these are all due to our own actions.

And if we are responsible for all these negative and destructive
occurrences, it is also up to us to prevent them

Everyone nust be responsi bl e and account abl e. W need to exerci se
greater care in whatever we do, while cultivating and devel oping a
mai nt enance culture to prevent man-nmade di sasters

Landsl i des al ong Federal roads i s one of the nany exanpl es whi ch have
occurred due to i nadequate action taken to mai ntain and stabilise hil
sl opes.

The bl ane for | andslides should not be confined solely to torrential and
i ncessant rain.

O her factors such as ill-planned devel oprment, illegal |and clearing,
hill slope destabilisation and poor nmai ntenance of flood contro
structures in nearby areas can also result in |andslides.

Pl ayground equi pment i n housing estates i s al so anot her exanpl e of poor
mai nt enance.

| have been informed by residents that playground equi pnent in many
housi ng estates or even in public parks, maintained by | ocal authorities,
are not frequently checked to determ ne their safety.

Not | ong ago, there was a case of an eight-year-old boy who | ost two
fingers while playing at a playground in Taman Perling, Johor Baru

Ther e have been ot her i nstances of children sustaining mnor injuries
whi | e usi ng pl ayground equi prrent but these were not reported.

Local authorities throughout the country shoul d conduct checks on the
condition of playground equi pment in housing estates or public
recreational areas.

The i ssue at stake is not only playground equi pnment but al so ot her
public anenities or infrastructures for public use.

For exanpl e our roads and hi ghways need to be regularly nmaintained in
the interest of road safety.

| have often visited community halls for certain gatherings or
functions. To ny di smay, al though the buildings | ooked new, the toilets
were badly mai ntained and I eft in a very unhygienic state.

Simlarly, the drains in many |ocal authority areas are very often
cl ogged. Even sone buildings built by the | ocal authorities arein a state



of disrepair.

Al'l these do not reflect well on the local authorities and clearly show
t hat a sustai nabl e mai nt enance culture i s m ssing.

The answer lies with the | ocal authorities - they should not only be
devel opment - ori ent ed but al so nai nt enance-ori ent ed.

Priority should be given to instil a maintenance culture at all |evels
of the public and private sectors.

At home and in schools, children nust be taught that cleanliness of
one's habitat and surroundings are the attri butes of a cul tured person and
soci ety.

Let's not wait for others to tell us that we are | ess than cul tured.
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