18/ 03/ 1999

Groups hail renmoval of Internet censorship

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Various groups today wel comed Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s decision to renove all fornms of Internet
censor shi p.

They said internet censorship was not the answer to conbating socia
ills anong yout hs, and woul d be count er productive i nstead of hel pi ng
sol ve such probl ens.

Conput er Industry Associ ation of Mal aysia or Pi komchairnman
Shai ful bahri mSal | eh said I nternet censorshi p shoul d be practised by the
i ndi vi dual , parents and even website owners, and not the Gover nment
t hrough | aws.

"The i ndustry woul d encourage positive use of the I nternet as nuch as
possi bl e because with greater use, there will be nore business, nore
creativity and innovation, and nore know edge," he said.

On the renpbval of the need to register users at cybercafes,

Shai ful bahrimsaid it was a good nove because regi stration created an
admi ni strative nightmare for cybercafe owners.

"There are many other ways to nonitor Internet usage, if that was
needed. For exanpl e, cybercafes could run on a nenbership system" he
sai d.

He al so said creating a proper environnment in cybercafes could help
prevent unheal thy activities in such places.

"The authorities could al so make cybercafe owners know t hey were being
cl osel y wat ched by conducti ng regul ar checks on t heir preni ses, especially
t hose whi ch have been the subject of many public conplaints.

"On the ot her hand, | ocal authorities could reward cybercafes which are
exenpl ary in stemm ng out unhealthy activities," he added.

Wiile able to see sone nerit in the requirement for cybercafes to
regi ster their custoners, The Medi a Shoppe Sdn Bhd managi ng di rect or Kevin
Thong said the withdrawal of the registration requirement was good as
owners woul d no I onger need to force users to register

"Some custoners are dead agai nst putting their nanes down and can get
qui te unpl easant, " he said. The Medi a Shoppe owns four cybercafes.

Thong said the nove to stop any censorship of the Internet was good as
censorship would slowit down considerably.

"Censorshi p woul d surely deter people fromusing the Internet,"” he said.

The Mal aysi an Youth Council, in a Press rel ease, said putting in place
Internet censorship would give the world a wong inpression over the
Government' s prom ses contai ned in the Mul ti nedi a Super Corridor's Bill of
Quar ant ees.

"MYCis worried that Internet censorship will directly cause the

pronotion of the MSCto fail," said Norizan Sharif, chairman of the MC s
Ur ban Devel opnent Comittee
Norizan urged all local authorities to be nore careful when introducing

regul ations for Internet usage.

"MYC woul d li ke to call on the Subang Jaya Muni ci pal Council to
reconsider its smartcard which i s supposedly capabl e of nonitoring the
websi tes which a user visits inthe local council's hypernedialibrary.

"Such noni toring woul d make the | ocal council a "big brother', sonething
whi ch goes agai nst the Governnment's pronise that there will not be any
I nternet censorship,"” he said.

As for cybercafes, the MYC said the prem ses shoul d be noni tored rat her



than the contents of the Internet.

"As such, MYCwould |ike to urge the Housi ng and Local Gover nnent
Mnistry to inmedi ately draw up cybercafe guidelines to placate the
worries of parents,” he said.

Cybercafes, Norizan said, shoul d be seen as educati on and not
entertai nment centres, and | ocal authorities, parents and comunity
| eaders shoul d be abl e to distinguish between themand vi deo- ganes ar cades
whi ch was purely for entertaiment.

"W had already forwarded to the Mnistry a 20-poi nt proposal on
gui del i nes during a neeti ng between the MYC, Local CGovernnent Departnent
and representatives of |ocal councils, which included issues of |icensing,
classification, deposits, cybercafe activities, |ocation, |ightingand
others," he said.

He al so urged all cybercafe operators to be nore responsi bl e and t ake
pro-active steps towards self regul ation.

He said the MYC woul d be | aunching an "accepted user's policy" next week
to assist cybercafe operators practice self-regul ation.

Gerakan central committee nenber Dr S. Vijayaratnamsaid in a Press
rel ease that Dr Mahathir's statenent should i mediately silence critics of
t he Governnent, who were al ways conpl ai ni ng about censorshi p.

"I'f one takes a rational |ook at the history of the nation, the degree
of censorship has been reduced since early tines," he said.

Vi j ayarat namsai d he bel i eved Mal aysi ans were mature enough to "take
everything they see and read in its proper context" and coul d deci de for
t hensel ves what was true or fal se, and substantive or factual.

The Governnent, he said, should effectively rebut all untrue accusations
and mi sconceptions so that two sides of every story is presented.

"This calls for the establishnent of a specialised Departnent with
gualified experts to ensure i medi at e and neani ngf ul responses. "

Vijayaratnamsaid this was an i nmportant attitude to adopt to ensure the
success of the MSC, where unrestricted access and utilisation of the
i nformation superhighway is vital.
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