28/ 04/ 1999

G oup taken to task for spreading lies on Internet

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad t oday
rapped sone Mal aysi ans who continue to abuse the Internet to spread lies
despite the Government's efforts to produce an i nformati on technol ogy-
based society.

"This is like a knife, a sharp knife that we can use to carve beautifu
things or to kill people. But those with no brains use it to destroy other
peopl e.

"So too with these peopl e, when they get somnething useful they think of
bad ways to use it," he said after giving away presents to children at a
Chil dren's Day gat hering organi sed by the Wl fare Body of Wves of
M ni sters and Deputy M nisters (Bakti) at Carcosa Seri Negara, here

He said this when asked to comment on the abuse of the Internet at a
ti me when the Governnent is stressing national devel opnent through a
t hi rd-wave econony based on IT.

Dr Mahathir said this group was prepared to be invol ved i n spreadi ng
unsubst anti at ed news i ncl udi ng spreadi ng runours that he had di ed and did
not fulfil all the obligatory rituals of the haj when he perforned the
pilgrimage in Mecca recently.

"So they use the Internet to spread unsubstantiated news |ike, for
exanple, that | had died, that ostensibly | went to Mecca to repent
because | wanted to return to die

"There were many stories that | could not fully performthe haj. A
types of |ies were concocted. "

He added this group which clained to be fighting for justice for the
peopl e and nation was i nstead working for its own i nterest w thout
t hi nki ng of national security.

"And t hese are the people who clai mthat they are bringing justice. Is
it justice to nme or justice to the Mal aysi an society or justice to our
country if we lie to cause m sunderstandi ng and chaos in the country?" he
sai d.

Asked whet her the Governnent needed to explain this third-wave econony
to the people, Dr Mahathir said: "I think the ordi nary peopl e under st and
and they use all the equipnment for good purposes. This we see, and many
have entered the nultinmedia field, for exanple, to cone up with various
uses to benefit the society.

"These peopl e understand, but those with closed mnds will repeat the
sanme thing no matter how we explain,” he said.

Two hundred children from13 wel fare hones in Kual a Lunpur and Sel angor
and a group of students fromthe special class in Sekol ah Menengah Bandar
Sunway were feted at the gathering which included performances by children
of Bakti nenbers.

Bakti president Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali said Bakti was a
bi g annual contributor to wel fare programres besi des giving bursaries to
poor students and hel pi ng di saster victins.

"Not hi ng gi ves Bakti nore satisfaction than to contribute and to
di scharge its obligations to the needy and | ess fortunate," the Prine
M nister's wife said. - Bernama
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