17/ 03/ 1999
Guar antee on non-censorship of Internet stays

Sreerema Banoo
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad has reaffirned that there
will be no censorship of the Internet as pledged in the Bill of
Guar antees, Multinedi a Devel opnent Corp (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri
Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah sai d yesterday.
Dr Mahathir alsoreiterated that the |icensing provisions under the
Conmuni cati ons and Mul ti medi a Act 1998 do not apply to Mul ti nedi a Super
Corridor (MSC) status compani es.
Inaddition, the Prine Mnister has given instructions that the practice
of cybercafes registering their custoners be stopped.
This, G hman said, is proof that Mal aysi a "has not reneged on the Bill
of Quarantees relating to censorship of the Internet".
The Housi ng and Local Governnment Mnistry had issued circulars in
Decenber conpel ling cybercafes to register their custoners in order to
keep tabs on cyber runour-nongering.
Speaki ng at a news conference to clarify the March 22 Busi ness Wek
article on the MSC, O hman said the Prine Mnister | ast week directed all
rel evant governnment agencies to put together the necessary | egal and
adm ni strative arrangenents to strengthen the enforcenment of intell ectual
property rights (IPRs).
Ener gy, Communi cations and Multimedia M nister Datuk Leo Moggie is
expected to i ssue a statement on this matter later this week.
O hman said a maj or concern voi ced by industry players throughits
nmont hl y di al ogues with MDC was t he enforcenent of | PRs and t he censorship
of the Internet.
"The i ndustry has al so voi ced concern over the stringent and over
regul ati on of information technol ogy and nul ti medi a under the
Conmuni cations and Mul tinmedi a Act 1998, " he said.
The i ndustry had voi ced concerns on |icensing provisions, content
regul ati ons, includinglocal content requirenents, which may stifle
creativity and i nnovati on and t he i npact of certain provisions of the Act
on t he devel opment of new technol ogy, for exanple, call-back provisions
whi ch i nadvertently prohibit Internet protocol telephony, he el aborated.
While there will be no censorship of the Internet, O hman stressed t hat
"existing laws will apply the noment (information or pictures) fromthe
Internet is downl oaded or dissem nated."
* SEE ALSO p2
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