11/11/ 1999
Quessi ng gane over, Parlianent is dissolved (HL)

Lokman Mansor

DEWAN Rakyat is di ssolved today, paving the way for the nation's 10th
general el ections since I ndependence. | n maki ng t he announcenent
yesterday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad put an end to the
guessi ng ganme whi ch had gone on al nost a year.

He tol d a packed press conference roomat the Prine Mnister's

Department in Putrajaya that Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Abdul
Azi z Shah has given his consent to the dissolution of the ninth

Parl i ament.

The Parlianment and the El ecti on Conmi ssi on have been i nformed, and al |
states, except Sabah and Sarawak, wi || dissolve their respective
assenblies to pave the way for sinultaneous federal and state polls, the
Prinme M nister added.

Sabah had just held its state el ections in March this year whil e Sarawak
is scheduled to go to the polls only next year.

The Kual a Lunmpur St ock Exchange (KLSE) reacted positively to the news,
with the KLSE Conposite | ndex closing 13.27 points or 1.9 per cent higher
at 728.81. The benchmark i ndicator in fact touched a high of 741. 92 before
| osi ng sonme ground on profit-taking.

Dr Mahathir told the special press conference, which was al so attended

by Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi and Bari san

Nasi onal (BN) | eaders, that the El ecti on Commi ssion wi |l announce t he

nom nati on and polling days. The comri ssion will neet on Friday to fix the
dates, its chai rman Dat uk Orar Hashi m sai d.

Asked why the Governnent deci ded to di ssolve Parlianment now, the Prine

M nister saidthisis toallowelections to be held before the fasting
mont h i n Decenber so as to avoi d t he use of nobsques for canpai gni ng and
ot her inappropriate activities which could disrupt the religious

obl i gations of Mislins during Ramadhan.

Asked if the elections will be a test of political power between hi mand
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim Dr Mahathir said: "That is a joke. | don't go
for elections to test nmy political power against others. Elections are a
serious business. What is inportant tonme is that this country gets a good
governnent . "

"I don't seek anything for nyself. What is inportant is what i s achi eved
inthis country under the BN Government. This is not personal.

"1 just happen to be the | eader, but we work as a team W (in the BN)

all cooperate. That is why you see themup here with ne," Dr Mahathir
said, pointing to the BN | eaders standi ng behi nd hi mduri ng the press

conf erence.

He said the |ist of BN candidates is not yet ready, but acknow edged

that there will be sone new faces, adding that he will hol d di scussi ons
wi th BN conponent party | eaders to finalise the matter.

El ection Conmmi ssion's Orar said the 1998 El ectoral Rolls with about 9.7
mllion voters verified on January 7 this year will be used for the comng
el ections.

He said 32 political parties, including the new y-registered Ml aysi an
Denocratic Party, are expected to field candi dates for the 193
parlianentary seats (including one new seat for Manbong, Sarawak) and 394
state seats.

The 14-nmenber BN coalition currently has 166 seats in the Dewan Rakyat,
Opposition parties 22 seats and i ndependent candi dates t hree seats. One



seat, Kota Mel aka, has been vacant since the i ncunbent, M LimQuan Eng,
received a jail sentence.
The BN, and its predecessor the Alliance, has al ways commanded at | east
a two-thirds majority in Parliament.
Asked whether the BNis confident of securing the two-thirds najority
again, Dr Mahathir, who is al so BN chairman, said: "W are very
confident."”

( END)



	Guessing game over, Parliament is dissolved (HL) (NST 11/11/1999)

