09/ 12/ 1999
Qus Dur's remark i s unbeconi ng

ARM

THE recent statenent by President Abdurrahman Wahid in the | ndonesi an
parlianent that Malaysian Mnisters did little nore than play golf
reflects the sorry state of our bi g nei ghbour Indonesi a.

One woul d wonder whet her Gus Dur and ot her I ndonesian | eaders are
intellectually capabl e of | eading I ndonesi a out of its social, econonic
and political problens in Aceh, Irian Jaya, Ml uku, etc.

Mal aysi a has been conti nuously devel opi ng and overcom ng chal | enges,
thanks to our Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad.

Sayi ng that Mal aysian M nisters are hard to find because they nerely
play golf is indeed intellectually weak.

The statenent by Gus Dur also reflects on his nanagenent skills.

I n managenent, weaknesses of subordinates or, in this case, Ml aysian
Mnisters is areflection of the | eader or Prine Mnister.

We know too wel |l that Dr Mahathir is a visionary and hard worki ng
| eader.

Even if our Mnisters occasionally play golf, the devel opnent and
stability that Ml aysia has enjoyed are a reflection of their track record
and perfornmance.

Anot her explanation is that they have done their jobs so well that they
can afford to play golf.

What is the purpose of easily finding Mnisters if they are not
perform ng and are not able to sol ve probl ens?

What is worse is having mnisters that create problens for the
adm ni stration and country.

The | east Gus Dur could do is keep quiet if he doesn't know what is
happeni ng i n Mal aysi a.

The statenent, evenif it was neant to be a joke, is unbecom ng and al so
doesn't rhyne with visiting Mal aysia to seek rice credit and an i ncrease
inthe quota of Indonesian workers.

Maki ng the statenent in Parlianment, a serious | aw making institution
al so seens out of place.
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