13/ 12/ 1999
Gus Dur shoul d be synpat hised with

Dat uk Adam Kadi r
PRESI DENT Abdur r ahman Wahi d of | ndonesi a shoul d be synpat hi sed wi th for
what he had sai d about Mal aysi a.

G ven tine and experience he would mature in his position and woul d be
able to | eave behind all the past habits of saying things in a trigger-
happy way for the consunption of his followers.

Gus Dur, as he is popularly known, rem nds nme of the | ate President
Franklin Roosevelt of the United States.

They share a common attribute; being "sitting" President, intheliteral
sense of the word.

Whi | e Roosevel t, crippled by polio, was wheel ed around to cruci al pl aces
inleading the US out of depression and subsequently in wi nning Wrld War
I'l, GQus Dur has yet to |l eave his mark even in the affairs of his country,
| et al one the regi onal ones.

The fact that Mal aysia chooses to remain silent on what takes pl ace
around it "from Sabang to Marauke" goes to show the extent of
under st andi ng and good sense in the real mof nei ghbourhood orderliness and
di pl omacy. This neans that to say or not to say things at that level is
very critical

The | at e Presi dent Sukarno, |Indonesia's first President, once sinplified
t he concept of international relations as the ties between | eaders at
international |evel

The hi storical background to this was when he was made to wait for an
unnecessarily long tine before being able to see President Dwi ght
Ei senhower at the Wite House.

The I ndonesia-US relations chilled after that, only to becone warm again
when President John F. Kennedy took office.

OQbvi ousl y, Kennedy nade anends and gave Sukarno the appropriate respect
when the latter revisited Washi ngton.

But again, equality is not sonething that is natural even frombirth.
Equality, or lack of it, becones nore wanti ng when peopl e go through life.
Hard at hearing or sighting may of fer sonme tough noments i n persona
conmuni cat i on.

Gus Dur and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad m ght have sat
down somewhere and tal ked about nutual interests of Ml aysia and
I ndonesi a.

Al ong the way, some words were | ost but for the sake of being polite,
each phrasi ng was punctuated with affirmative "ya", which is the Ml ay-

I ndonesi an way of getting conversation going, but could be taken as
sonet hi ng bei ng agreed upon.

Thi s probably explains Gus Dur's statenent that Kual a Lunpur wanted him
to assist Malaysiain nmaking friends with |srael, which I ndonesi a now
deni es.

Again, was CQus Dur that focused when he conmented about Ml aysia's
M ni sters spending a substantial time in golf courses?

True, may be, to an extent, but surely not during office hours. But for
himto say it evenin jest is not what can be attributed to a good taste,
certainly not froma | eader of a country in the stature of |ndonesi a.



	Gus Dur should be sympathised with (NST 13/12/1999)

