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Qus Dur's party sitting pretty after Indon polls

Zai non Ahmad in Jakarta

ONCE t he new Governnent is in place, students should not interferewith
its running as the el ected representatives of the people are thereto
ensure its work is done and done properly, said Abdurrahman Wahid or CGus
Dur on the role of the students after the general el ection

"The peopl e have el ected their representatives and they shoul d be
all oned to do their work unhindered. It is nostly these people, along with
some appoi nted ones, who will choose the President of the Republic of
I ndonesi a, " he said.

He al luded to | ast year's People's Consultative Assenbly sitting where
student s assenbl ed out si de t he hall had harangued t he menbers and sought
to influence their decisions. "That shoul d not happen again. It's not
good," he said in an interview.

Anxi ous to avoid post-election violence, the | eader of Partai
Kebangki t an Bangsa (PKB) or Nati onal Awakening Party has told his nmenbers
to maintain discipline at all times despite the slow counting of the votes
- and whatever the results.

He was happy with the prelimnary results of Monday's polling which
showed hi s PKB and Megawati Sukarnoputri's Partai Denokrasi | ndonesi a-

Perj uangan (PDI -P) or Indonesian Denobcratic Party surging ahead of the
ot hers.

Even though the agonisingly slow vote-counting had tallied only about 10
per cent of the estimated 112 nmillion votes, he was optimi stic the trend
whi ch showed PDI -P | eadi ng and PKB i n second pl ace, woul d conti nue.

He is PKB' s candidate for President while Megawati is the choice of her
party. Amien Rais is the candi date of Partai Amanat Nati onal (PAN) or
Nati onal Mandate Party.

The three parties formed a | oose front a nonth ago to prevent Col kar
fromreturning to power. But of the "Big Five" of the 48 parties which
contested the election, PANis trailing far behind Gol kar and Part ai
Per sat uan Penbangunan (PPP) or United Devel opment Party.

For much of the canpaign period the "united front" seened to exist only
i n name. Cracks appeared when t he | eaders began pronoting t hensel ves and
runni ng down each other. Am en's canpai gners had even said that the
country's new President nust be fluent in English, a suggestion that
di squal i fies Megawati fromthe top post.

Sone | eadi ng personalities, including student | eaders of the refornasi
nmovenent whi ch forced the resignati on of President Suharto a year ago, are
trying toresuscitate the "united front™ and turnit into a coalition.

It has been touted the "49th party". Alogo, incorporating those of the
three parties with the amal gamat ed nane Ananat Perj uangan Bangsa was
di stributed on Tuesday.

When asked about the coalition, Gus Dur just dismssed it with a wave of
his hand. He said he could work with Megawati and that they were al ready
tal ki ng about it.

But he hinted that both of themwere wary of Amien. He said he and Ami en
"tidak bisa bersatu".

"Students should stay out," he said, adding that they should | eave it to
those el ected to deci de on the shape of the Governnment to cone. But
students, who said they are "wat chi ng" the general el ection, are al ready
denonstrati ng.

Yest erday, a group of students calling thenselves "Students Solidarity



on the Aceh Case" denonstrated | oudly outside the Aryaduta Hotel where
nmost foreign observers and journalists are staying to demand t he annul nent
of the election in the strife-ridden province.

Gus Dur is proposing that a broad-based national Cabinet be fornmed after
the el ection of the new President. "The ministers can be drawn fromany
party, even fromGol kar, as | ong as they are honest, capabl e and dedi cat ed
to the re-constructi on of Indonesia," he said.

O the many priorities of the new Government, he al so tal ked of sone
kind of affirmative action - "like something you have in Ml aysia" - for
t he i ndi genous | ndonesi ans and sai d t he Chi nese mnority shoul d accept it.
At the same time, all legal and ot her discrim nations agai nst the Chi nese
shoul d be done away w th.

The | eader of Nahdatul U anma, an |Islam c organi sation, rejected the call
for Islam c-based parties to coalesce and said in the interest of unity,
it is better to formthe coalition and for the new Governnment to be
nationalistic and secul ar.

"Like in Ml aysia, even though the majority of the people are Misli ns,

t hey choose a nationalist party - Umo, instead of Pas to head the
national coalition and Governnent," said Gur Dur, 59, who had a stroke
| ast year and still cannot nove without aid and who cannot see properly.

He said he finds common ground with Megawati and ot her | eaders of PDI-P
on a fewmatters, including giving sonme of the powers now held by the
central governnent to the provinces and the bupaten (districts), and the
di vi sion of powers of the executive, |egislature and judiciary.

H's party wants to end the dual role of the Arned Forces - nmilitary and
politics (sone have suggested its rol e under the New Order governnment of
Suharto had been tri-fungsi - mlitary, politics and business).

"They nmust be reduced to just an instrunment of the state |ike in other
denocratic countries. If they do not want to accept the change we will
| egislate and force them™

Does he really want to be President of Indonesia? "If the nmenbers of the
MPR el ect ne - | sometines feel like retiring even though | amyounger
than (Datuk Seri) Dr Mahat hir (Mhamad) - why not," he said.

But whether he gets to be el ected President by the MPRin Novenber wll
depend on the nunber of votes his party bags. Wth the bul k of the votes
still unidentified, the trend may just change.

Most pre-polling day forecasts indicated PD -P would win the biggest
nunber of votes, followed by PKB and PAN wi t h Gol kar and PPP trailing far
behind. A few said PDI-P and Col kar woul d be neck-to-neck. PDI-P and
Gol kar had clained to be able to win 40 per cent of the votes.

Even Gus Dur is pleasantly surprised by the present trend whi ch showed
his party behind PDI-P. "D |uar duga (beyond expectation)," he said. But
nost people are surprised that Amen's PANis trailing behind the other
Big Five parties.

Many party | eaders are beginning to growinpatient with the excuses
gi ven by the General El ection Conmi ssion headed by forner Hone Affairs
M ni ster Rudini, who had decl ared before Monday's el ection that the bul k
of the results would be in about 12 hours after the polling stations
cl osed.

Wil e tel evision and radi o continue to run the conmi ssion's
announcenents that polling was jurdil (jujur dan adil, fair and just),
party menbers are becom ng restl ess.

More so after newspapers reported that cheati ng appeared to be ranpant
in some areas. And nmuch nore so after Jeffrey A, Wnters, identified as a
"US expert on I ndonesian affairs" told the Media on Tuesday that "the sl ow
rel ease of results couldindicate that fraudul ent practices nmay occur".

Despite their inpatience, the party | eaders are anxi ous to avoid trouble



and have told their menbers thereis nmerit in Rudini's explanation that
nost of the el ection workers are new. They are not government officials
but people - including taxi drivers and hawkers - picked randomy.

Foll owing a neeting of officials fromPDI-P, PKB, Golkar and PAN, a
statement issued by themappeal ed to the people to naintai n peace and not
react violently when the full results are announced.

Sai d Mochtar Buchori of PDI-P: "It's still possible that viol ence could
occur if certain groups, particularly grassroots supporters of the various
parties, cannot accept the election results.”

(END)
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