06/ 07/ 1999
16-year-ol d prodi gy ains for the skies and the Nobel Prize

Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Sixteen-year-old Zenaida Sofia Salih Lowe is rising
up to neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad's chal |l enge for a
Mal aysi an Nobel Laureate by 2020.

Inspired by the challenge, the top perforner applied to Dartnouth
Col l ege, an lvy League institutionin the United States, and was accepted
for the Bachel ors degree in Astrophysics.

Accepted under its early adm ssion policy, she is schedul ed to begin her
studi es this Septenber but has yet to receive word fromsponsors willing
to finance her studies.

An all -rounder and endowed with anal ytical and interpretive abilities
that bely her age, Zenaida's hope to achi eve honour for the nation hangs
in the bal ance.

Her young age and | ack of an SPMqualificati on has been a handi cap, not
only in getting a schol arship but even to be taken seriously by the
rel evant | ocal authorities. She obtained 7As in the PVMR at Sekol ah
Menengah St George's, Penang.

Despite such scepticism Zenaida's brilliance was acknow edged by four
Tier One colleges in the US where she was of f ered adni ssi on under their
policy for early adm ssion.

Zenai da, recipient of the 1996 Tunas Jaya award and a conputer whizz,
chose Dartnmout h Col | ege i n Hanover, New Hanpshire, as it was known to be
t he npst conputer-connected canpus.

She sai d the col |l ege runs speci al research progranmes under its "Wnen
and Sci ence" and "Presidential Scholars Project” that allows students to
conduct research

" Space expl oration has fascinated ne since young and | adnire physici st
St ephen Hawki ngs very nuch. This is an opportunity to work with sone of
the best minds in astrophysics in the US."

Her nother, fornmer director of Universiti Sains Ml aysi a Archeol ogy
Research Centre, Professor Datuk Zuraina Majid said Zenai da was not
allowed to sit for the SPMbecause of her age. "This has hanpered efforts
to get a scholarship for her. Many people do not realise that this is a
rare opportunity for a young Mal aysian. It is Dr Mahathir's aspirations
that has spurred her on."

Dat uk Dr Vincent Salih Lowe, former USMdean of postgraduate studies,
said her aptitude in scientific reasoning has noul ded Zenaida into a
dedi cat ed researcher.

"Wth proper training and supervision, she shoul d be capabl e of pat h-
br eaki ng research. The conpl exity of her interests display an innovative
mnd that can find fulfilment in science.

"As parents we have done all that we can. The authorities should take
this as an extraordi anry case and nake exception to the SPMand STPM
ruling in awardi ng schol arshi ps.
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