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JAKARTA, March 20 (Bernama) -- Mdire than 30 years after his death,

I ndonesi ans still revered their first president, Sukarno, and regarded him
as the best son the republic ever produced.

O her high-profile |leaders in the region could never match hi mand
could only be considered as "Little Sukarno".

The only figure regarded with the same esteem by the I ndonesi an press
so far is Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

I f I ndonesians care to |l ook inward, they should be able to find a
"Little Sukarno" in their mdst -- the 63-year-old president, B.J. Habibie.
They may not be equal s but they have sonmething in common and sonething in
contrast.

Li ke Sukarno, Habibie too has the oratory flair and adroitness of
delivering marathon speeches. Both graduated fromthe sane institution of
hi gher | earning, the Institute Technol ogy Bandung.

Wi | e Sukarno graduated as an engi neer but was later nore comritted in
bui I di ng I ndonesi an political consciousness towards i ndependence, Habi bie
further his studies in Gernany in aeroplane construction and | ater becane
one of the world's | eadi ng aeronautics scientist.

Al t hough Sukarno could charmthe crowd with his rhetoric to an
electrifying degree, it may not necessarily be so for the small-built
Habi bi e.

Li ke Sukarno, Habi bie has the habit of straying away fromhis prepared
text of speeches in many of his official functions and tal king for hours on
end, especially if it is his pet subject.

Some describe this as one of his antics but many attributed it to
Habi bie's intellectual gift.

"I want to be what | amand | don't want to be like a robot," he
qui pped once at a presidential palace function when declining to read a
text of speech prepared for himby his aides.

Li ke Sukarno, Habibie is also beset with subjects of controversy,
crisis and polem c although their nature many not be the sane.

When he was called to deliver a keynote address at the Asian-German
Edi tors Conference here recently, he could read his entire text witten in
English in just less than half an hour

As it was, he took it back to his seat about two hours later, after
vergi ng on accounts of his university and his working days in Germany where
he spent nore than 20 years. Speaking in English, he once in a while spiced
his narration and anecdotes in fluent Gernman

He t hen touched on his appointnent as the republic's third president
foll owi ng a sudden shift in the Indonesian history that saw Suharto naki ng
a sad exit ami dst mass denonstrations demanding for his resignation in My
| ast year after 32 years in power.

He said that the episode caught himliterally unprepared and through
his chronicle of the event illustrated that his ascension to the seat did
not cone with a silver spoon

He gave his account of a drama that unfol ded on the night of My 22,
one day after he was sworn in as president, which suggest that there was an
attenpt to unseat himthrough a coup d' etat |ed by the then | ndonesian
Armed Forces Commando Special Squad's chief, Lt Jen Probowo Subi ant o,
Suharto's son-in-1aw

"There was a concentration of arned forces personnel fromthe squad



around my house | ed by soneone whose nane is not a secret anynore --
Probowo, " he sai d.

Wil e the account did not ring a bell to the German editors, the |oca
journalists present seemed to have hit something they had been waiting for
all this while and hurried to contact their editors to alert themof the
story.

The foll owi ng day, details of the drama filled the front page of al npst
all the I ocal newspapers as |ead story, breaking the nystery over the | arge
concentration of arny personnel around Habi bie's residence that night.

The story sparked an uproar of controversy wi th sonme even aski ng why
Habi bi e chose to tell the story now when he shoul d concentrate on
rebuil ding the tortured I ndonesi an econony.

The story nmet with i nmedi ate response from Probowo who has been
spending his tinme in Jordan since |ast year after he was forced to retire.

Through a letter read by his close associates at a news conference here
a few days later, he said that the concentration of the Kopassus personnel
was carried out as on operational neccessity to safeguard strategic
national assets and not for any other notive.

Hardly before the controversy faded away, a |ocal weekly nagazi ne cane
out with a transcript of an all eged tel ephone conversati on between Habi bi e
and Attorney-General Andi M Ghalib.

In the so-call ed conversation, Habibie had told Ghalib to go easy on
Suharto, in the course of an investigation relating to the deposed
president's all eged questionabl e involvenent in several charity
f oundat i ons.

By nmaki ng such suggestions, Habi bi e has gone agai nst the nmandate gi ven
to himby the People's Consultative Assenbly which issued a directive |ast
year for the government to investigate Suharto for all his alleged
wr ongdoi ngs while still in power.

While Ghalib said he could not recall having had such a conversation
Habi bi e on the other hand ordered M nister of Defence, General Wranto to
i nvesti gat e t he phone-buggi ng.

This directive appeared to give credence to the fact that the tel ephone
conversation did take pl ace.

The I ndonesi ans' sudden taste of press freedom whi ch Habi bi e hinsel f
had succoured had a field day thriving on the issue which was described as
t he "Monasgat e Scandal ".

Monas, sited on the heart of Jakarta, stands for Mnunen Nasional, or
the Nati onal Monument which is the synbol of the Indonesians' resolve and
determ nation in their struggle for independence fromcol onialism

Many anal ysts and journalists |like to equate the so-called incident to
the 1972 Watergate Scandal that brought down United States' President
Ri chard Ni xon

In both the events, the press had been the key-player in bringing to
the fore the drama that took place in the corridor of power with the tape
recordi ng of tel ephone conversations as its material.

The controversy did not revolve just around the authenticity of the
transcript but many al so asked who coul d have conducted the phone-tappi ng
and the legality of such an act.

The tel ephone bugging, if it true, certainly punched a big hole in the
national security system A conversation between the president and his
subordi nates on official matters is a state secret.

On the question of law, it is not only wong for the public to have
access to classified matter but it is also an offence to publish and
di ssem nate it.

This al so raised the question not only of the new y-found unlinited
press freedomin Indonesia through Habibie's reformstyle governnent but



also a test for the journalists on how nmuch they respect their code of
et hi cs.

Many anal ysts argued that the press exposure of the tel ephone
transcript did not run counter to the code of ethics if the matter they
publ i shed was of national interest.

Wil e the debate continues in the press about the issue, Habibie, the
ruling Gol kar Party top contender for the Novenber el ectoral college
presidential seat, is |left wondering what he had done w ong.
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