08 SEP 1999
I ndonesi a- Apec
HABI Bl E CANCELS TRI P TO APEC SUW T

By: Abu Hanif and Openg Onn

JAKARTA, Sept 8 (Bernama) -- Faced with domestic problens follow ng the
bl oody di spute between factions in East Tinor, President B.J. Habi bie had
to cancel plans to attend the Asia Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC)
meeting i n New Zeal and begi nni ng Sat ur day.

Justice Mnister Mul adi, in making the announcenent today, said Habibie
had to give priority towards finding a solution to the crisis in East Tinor
or Timim

Habi bie will be represented by Econonic, Financial and Industrial
Coordi nation M nister G nanjar Kartasasnita

Besi des Habi bi e, Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohaned too will not be at the neeting. He will be represented by Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badaw .

Miul adi said the president also had to concentrate on preparation for
the People's Consultative Assenbly (MPR) schedul ed i n Novenber.

At the assenbly, Habibie will report on the outconme of the referendum
supervised by the United Nations in Tintimto determ ne whet her the people
want i ndependence or to renmain in I ndonesia wth autononous st at us.

The referendum held on Aug 30 showed about 70 per cent of the people in
the region, fornerly col oni sed by Portugal, voted for independence.

The bl oodshed between t he pro-independence group and t hose who opted to
remain integrated with I ndonesia pronpted the nilitary to declare a state
of energency in the region beginning mdnight [ast night.

Based on the outcone of the referendum the MPR will decide on the
status of Tinmim which had been adnini stered by Indonesia as its 27th
regi on since 1976.

I ndonesia entered Tintimin 1975 when Portugal left the region abruptly
after colonising it for about 400 years.

Meanwhi | e, a 10- menber del egation fromthe UN Security Council arrived
here from New York today to hol d discussions with Habi bie and his cabinet
menbers on the East Tinor issue.

Five of them are permanent nenbers of the Council including Malaysia
who was represented by Datuk Hasm Agam while the five others are
associ at e menbers.

The del egation, led by Martin Anjabu from Nam bia, today net
I ndonesia's Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas at his office here.

Tonorrow, they are schedul ed to neet with Habi bie and M ni ster of
Def ence and Security, Wranto, who is also chief of the Indonesian arned
forces.

According to sources here, anong ot her things, the del egation urged
Habi bie to speed up the MPR sitting in an effort to resolve the East Tinor
crisis.
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