10/ 03/ 1999

Hakki nen dubs Sepang track as tough

REI GNI NG wor | d chanpi on M ka Hakki nen of Finland predicted that the first-
ever Ml aysian Formula One Grand Prix at the newly-built Sepang F1 Circuit
in Cctober will be demanding but thrilling.

The McLaren Mercedes driver said the hot and hum d condi ti ons woul d be
t he bi ggest problemfor the drivers with the world chanpionship at its
penul ti mate stage.

"It's going to be very interesting to conpete on the newcircuit. But
the biggest problemis the heat," he told reporters after a test drive at
the Sepang F1 Circuit yesterday.

Hakki nen, known as ~The Flying Finn' in the notor-racing fraternity,
sai d he had had enough experience conpeting i n such conditi ons and was
ready to neet the challenge.

"I'n the 1991-92 season, | conpeted in hot and hum d Mexico as well as
anot her experience in South Africain 1991. So, | knowhowit feels |like,"
said the 30-year-old driver.

Mal aysia will be staging their first ever leg in the FI A Fornula One
Worl d Chanpi onship on Cct 17, the second |l ast | eg of the 16-1eg
chanpi onshi p and the second Asian country after Japan to host it.

After testing the newcircuit in a Mercedes SLK 230 for about four | aps,
the Finn said he liked the circuit because of the corners and described it
as demandi ng.

"Definitely, I like to have my teamstudy the circuit before taking
part. You have to | earn every aspect of the track but above all, it will
be very exciting to cone here in Qctober,” he said.

Hakki nen, who made his Forrnul a One debut in 1991 and has 113 Grand Pri x
starts to his credit, said Sepang was able to “nmaintain the exciting
features and characteristics of the track while not conproni sing on
safety.’

"It will be spectacul ar for over-taking as the straights are very | ong,
there are twists and turns, and the entire courseis very hilly. This wll
make for a thrilling race in Cctober.”

He said he was confident of reaching 160kph within 3.5 seconds fromthe
start, to achieve a top speed of 310kph.

Hakki nen al so attended t he openi ng of the Sepang F1 Circuit by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad | ast ni ght.

In the season-opening Australian Fornula One Grand Prix i n Mel bourne on
Sunday, Hakkinen failed to performas he had to retire after conpleting 21
| aps due to a mechani cal problem
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