26/ 12/ 1999

"Revert to half-day Parlianent sittings

PETALI NG JAYA, Sat. - Parliament sittings should be reverted to hal f-day
sessions to ensure quality debates, DAP secretary-general Kerk Ki mHock
sai d.

He said the present sitting, froml1l0amto 5. 30pm was not practical as
nmost MPs have official duties, party responsibilities and constituency
problens to attend to.

"The present system of whol e-day neetings will not help in ensuring
qgqual ity debates," said the Kota Mel aka MP yest erday.

Kerk said that with the previous system WMs, including Mnisters, could
schedul e their other work in the norning and attend Parlianment sittings in
t he afternoon.

Parlianment sittings used to start at 2.30pmfrom Monday to Thursday.

Kerk al so wel comed Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad' s
directive to Barisan Nasional MPs to attend Parlianment regularly and take
part in
debat es.

He call ed on Dr Mahathir and Cabi net menbers to | ead by exanpl e and
attend Parlianent regul arly.

"The extrenely low rate of attendance of nost Mnisters in the past
shoul d not recur.”

He said BN MPs should actively participate in debates with the
opposition in Parliament and all MPs shoul d be given sufficient debate
tine.

( END)
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