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Mahat hi r - Ti nor
M SI A WANTS ASEAN TO HANDLE EAST TI MOR PEACE- KEEPI NG JOB

By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 30 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Wednesday that Asean shoul d take over the peace keeping
operations in East Tinmor fromAustralia which seens to be rather heavy
handed in the handling of the situation there.

Dr Mahathir said he had brought up Australia's belligerency in East
Ti nor when he called on United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan before
addressing the UN General Assenbly Wednesday nor ni ng.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after the address, Dr Mahathir said he
had told Annan that Australia should scale down its forces in the
bel eaguered territory.

East Ti norese had overwhel mingly voted for i ndependence from I ndonesia
in last Aug 30 referendum

"I raised the matter of Australia's rather heavy handed handling of the
problemin East Tinor and | feel that Australia should scale down its
forces and all ow Asean to take up peace keeping and handle it |ess
belligerently than it is now," he said.

Asked to el aborate on Australia's belligerent actions, he said: "I saw
pi ctures of Australian troops pointing guns at al nost anybody. Is it
necessary to point guns at peopl e who are obviously unarnmed?"

Dr Mahathir said he felt that everywhere there was too nuch
participation and the use of pressure by big western countries that he
believed a | ot of people had also felt threatened because of that.

He said Mal aysia was taking the initiative for Asean to take over the
East Ti nor peacekeeping job fromAustralia, but it did not mean that Asean
countries should be sending a big force to carry out nilitary operations
there.

"There are other ways in settling the problemin East Tinor than by
poi nting guns at the people,” the prinme minister said.

Asean groups Brunei, Canbodia, |ndonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, Myanmar, the
Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Asked about Annan's reaction, Dr Mahathir said the UN secretary-genera
expl ai ned that Australia had to send a big force to East Tinor because
ot her countries had not sent troops there.

According to Dr Mahathir, Annan said that however, should there be nore
troops fromother countries, "it would be necessary to scal e down
Australia's participation”

Dr Mahathir reiterated that |Indonesia should not in the first place be
forced to hold a referendumat a tinme when the entire republic was facing
probl ens and was very weak.

The referendumwas hel d w t hout giving |Indonesia a chance to canpaign
unl i ke the other side which was promi sed all kinds of support from
foreigners that as a result the East Ti norese overwhel m ngly voted for
i ndependence.

"OF course, the people who wanted to be part of Indonesia felt they had
been cheated and they reacted in the only way they know. But we had to
handl e t hem properly.

"Sending a big arny to put down the situation, naybe one of the
sol utions, but whenever we, including Malaysia, tried to stop the nob from
ranpagi ng and burning things, the video caneras are there. Once we touched
arioter, it's going to be shown on CNN 24 hours a day for the next one
week making it as if the country is unstable," he said.



The prime minister said that since there was now a big foreign nilitary
presence in East Tinor, these troops were bound to use force, but the force
they applied woul d not be advertised in the kind of way that other people's
use of force was advertised worl dwi de.

On Mal aysia's selective currency controls to tackle the econonic
turnoil, Dr Mahathir suggested that they could be used as an alternative to
t hose of the I MF

"Maybe not exactly the way Ml aysi a does because your own position
could be different but control is just one of the ways to overconme currency
mani pul ati on by outside forces,"” he said, replying to a question whet her
Mal aysi a woul d recommend it to other countries facing econom ¢ downturn

To anot her question, he said Ml aysia had gone past the worst but could
not say whether the situation was the sanme in other countries also affected
by the economc crisis.

He said that quite recently crisis-hit countries came under another
attack, and if the attack was simlar to that of 1997/1998, then the region
coul d expect anot her turnoil.

To overcone this problem the prine mnister said the world financial
architecture should be changed so that currency traders were not all owed a
free hand to handl e huge sum of noney to destabilise governnents or
econom es.
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