12 MAY 1999
Senat e- Debat e
HARD- WORKI NG DR MAHATHI R | S BEST ROLE MODEL FOR Cl VI L SERVANTS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 12 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad who i s renowned for his hardwork, constructive strategi es and noble
vision is the best role nodel for civil servants, the Dewan Negara was told
t oday.

"ITf we all followthe way the Prine Mnister works, there will be nuch
nmore progress in the country,” said Senator Datuk Ghazi @Hasbul | ah Raml i
when taking part in the debate on the M d-Term Revi ew of the Seventh
Mal aysi a Pl an.

He al so said the admi ssion by a nunber of ministries of weaknesses in
managenent shoul d be viewed positively and it should formthe basis to gain
greater strength in the future.

Det ai | ed studi es should be undertaken to identify the weaknesses and
ways of overcom ng them he added,

Senator Long Jidin urged the government to speed up the issuance of
land titles to the Orang Asli to enable themto actively participate in
econom ¢ activities.

He sai d several devel opers had been given contracts to devel op Orang
Asli areas and had pl edged attractive packages but unfortunately did not
fulfil themcausing the comunity even greater hardship.

"The Orang Asli should not be cheated for they will never forget and
never forgive and will not believe in anyone again..... they are not
anti - devel oprment but pl edges made to them shoul d be kept," Senator Long
sai d.

Senat or Jami | ah | brahi m proposed that special | aws be enacted to check
sexual harassment of wonen at the work place.

Senat or Ram ah Abas urged the government to open nore industrial zones
inthe rural areas for apart from providing enploynent it would al so check
m gration to urban areas.

Senat or Abdi |l ah Abdul Rahimsaid only the poor and deservi ng students
shoul d be given financial help fromthe National H gher Education Fund.

Senat or Datuk Dr Yeow Seng Huat proposed that the governnent study the
possibility of restructing the public service particularly fromthe aspect
of inter-departnmental conmunicaiton.

"The rol e of each departnment should be clear so that there will be no
duplication of duties and responsibilities,” he said.

He al so urged the governnent not to privatise the health services as
this would burden the people with high nmedical costs.

Senat or Janggu Banyang asked the Rural Devel opnent M nistry to set up
pre-school classes in Sarawak's | onghouses.

"The difficulty in getting education has caused children in the
interior to be increasinly |left behind," he said.

He al so urged the Culture, Arts and TourismMnistry to identify new
tourist destinations within Sarawak to further pronote the industry.

Senator Kamilia |brahimsaid noble val ues should be given priority in
the country's march towards devel opnent.

She al so proposed a "universal values" subject for schools.

The Dewan will sit again tonorrow.
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