28 FEB 1999
Sabah- Ber sekut u
HARRI S' PARTY UNLAWFUL, SAYS BERSEKUTU FOUNDER

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- The founder of Bersekutu, Hamid Jan,
today clainmed that a party with a simlar nane |led by former Chief Mnister
Datuk Harris Salleh is unlawful.

He al so said the candi dates that the Harris-|ed Berseketu planned to
field in the March 12-13 state election would not be the | awful Bersekutu
candi dates as "they are not registered nenbers of the party”.

The | awful Bersekutu candi dates woul d i nstead be the "registered
menbers of Bersekutu" that Hamd's party would field in all 48
constituencies, the party founder told a press conference here.

"Qur candidates will use our party synbol in the polls,"” he told a
press conference here. It is believed that the synbol is the sane as that
used by the Harris-1ed Bersekut u.

Ham d al so said he woul d apply for an injunction in court tonorrowto
restrain Harris and his other candi dates fromusing the Bersekutu nane and
synbol .

Ham d showed to reporters a copy of a letter dated Feb 24 which he
claimed he sent to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

According to the letter, Ham d's party will not field any candidate in
this election to ensure that the Barisan Nasional wins a two-thirds
maj ority.

Ham d al so showed the registration certificate issued to his party by
the Regi strar of Societies on June 15, 1990, in which the party's
regi stered name in English was stated as Federati on Sabah Peopl e Front
Party

Asked why he had waited until today to nmake the claimagainst Harris'
party, Ham d said he had raised the matter with the forner chief mnister
earlier but was ignored.

"If he (Harris) wants to | ead Bersekutu, | can give it to himbut he
shoul d negotiate in the proper way," said Hani d.

Dat uk Dzul ki fli Abdul Hami d, a suprene council nenber of the Harris-Ied
Ber sekutu, said there should be no doubts on who headed Bersekutu as the
matter had been determ ned by the registrar recently.

He claimed that Harris had received a letter fromthe registrar
confirmng his position as acting president of the party.

The registrar's decision was nmade based on the vote of no confidence
agai nst Ham d approved at a general neeting of the party, clained Dzul kifli
when cont act ed.

According to a copy of a letter dated Feb 27 fromthe Sabah Registrar
of Societies to the state election officer, Harris is the president of
Ber sekut u. The copy was faxed to Bernana today by a spokesman of Harris.

Dzul kifli also clained that Harris had received a letter fromthe
El ecti on Comni ssion allowing his Bersekutu party to contest in this
el ection.
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